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ANDCO REALTY 8 LTD LICENSED REAA 2008

CONTACT

IT’S TOO LATE.
IF IT LEAKS

If your roof’s 15+ years old, get it
checked before it becomes a

problem.

0800 706 337
aquashieldroofing.co.nz

‘Gloves off’ say firefighters
By Paul Williams
Cars tooted and people waved as local 
firefighters and volunteers joined in 
strike action last Friday in Oxford 
Street, with teachers and nurses also 
taking to the streets yesterday.

Striking firefighters aren’t just after more pay 
- they say ageing equipment is preventing them 
from doing their job properly, potentially putting 
lives at risk, and Levin is in the thick of it.

Tony Sealey, the New Zealand Professional 
Firefighters Union president for this region, says 
firefighters held strike action in 2022 with the 
same concerns.

“They [Fire and Emergency NZ] said they 
were going to fix this, yet nothing has changed,” 
he says.

Tony says one of Levin’s two fire trucks is 27 
years old and has just had $200,000 spent on it, 
money that would have been better invested in a 
newer truck.

“It has broken down on the way to calls. They 
might look bright and shiny but underneath 
they are falling apart,” he says. “This is dire. We 
are trying to respond to an emergency, and we 
can’t guarantee a truck is going to start, let alone 
get to a job. It leaves a pit in your stomach.”

Levin is a Yellow Watch station, meaning it 
operates with a mix of volunteer and paid staff. 
The four full-time staff rostered weekdays were 
all striking with support from volunteer crews, 
who respond to all after-hours and weekend 
emergencies.

Tony says Levin went Yellow Watch in 2023 
due to the growing size and spread of the region 
covered by the station, and the increasing 
number of callouts – an average of one a day.

“Levin is probably a classic case of why we are 
taking this action,” he says. “Volunteers have been 
putting up with it for years. The strike isn’t just 
for career staff, it’s for all staff and volunteers.”

The union has rejected an offer of a 5.1% 
pay increase over three years, and Tony says it 

Volunteer firefighters, from left, Marty Wilson, Krishna Rangi and Chad O’Hara, joined in strike action in Levin last week to support their 
full-time colleagues and concerns raised by the Professional Firefighters Union.  	 Photo Paul Williams

wants fleet and equipment upgrades, and more 
resourcing, too.

“We are constantly fighting for safe working 
conditions and safe crew numbers,” he says. “It’s 
more than pay. We can’t continue the way we 
are. It needs change and we need investment in 
the front line, in equipment and people.”

The strike included staff working in 
communication centres and answering 
emergency 111 calls.

Tony says employees and volunteers are 
usually governed by strict media protocols, rules 
that don’t apply during strike action.

“The gloves are off,” he says. “It enables us to 

let the public know what we are dealing with.”
He says the strike, aimed at the Fire and 

Emergency board and senior management, 
could have been avoided had FENZ leadership 
showed up to bargaining meetings earlier this 
month.

continues page 4
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WE BUY OLD GOLDWE BUY OLD GOLD
BUYING NOW! GET INSTANT CASH!BUYING NOW! GET INSTANT CASH!
• gold jewellery • diamond rings • damaged 

jewellery • anything considered • 

Brenmuhls Jewellers LtdBrenmuhls Jewellers Ltd
169 Oxford St, Levin • 06 368 5092169 Oxford St, Levin • 06 368 5092

     

SUBSCRIBE TO THE STAR
If you live out of district 
we can mail you a copy. 

Only $6/week 
(minimum 3 months). 

Email: 
debbi@idmedia.co.nz

Read the full paper 
online and see the 

latest stories at

horowhenuastar.
com

    HOROWHENUA Gig GuideGig GuideWhat’s onWhat’s on
POUNAMU COUNTRY 
MUSIC AWARDS
Levin Cosmopolitan Club 
47/51 Oxford Street
Heats on Saturday, 
November 1, 8am.
Finals on Sunday, 
November 2, 10am.
Michael Tipping and 
his band The Bandits 
have been announced 
as the backing band for 
the annual Pounamu 
Country Music Awards 
in Levin next weekend 
in what is a real coup for 
organisers. They’ve also 
managed to book Rosemary Hack as guest performer for the 
weekend. The awards always draw a big crowd to the Levin 
Cosmopolitan Club, with some amazing local talent joined by 
performers from throughout New Zealand, as winners gain 
entry to the coveted NZ Entertainer of the Year Awards. The 
Bandits will be the backing band for 110 songs during heats 
on the first day in what promises to be an amazing weekend 
of entertainment.  – Paul Williams

KRAKERJACK
Firebird Café, 58 Oxford Street, Levin
Saturday, November 1, 7.30pm
Join New Zealand’s premier Polish folk and Klezmer band, 
for an evening of toe-tapping rhythms, soaring harmonies, 
and virtuosic solos, all delivered with an energy that’s 
impossible to resist. Their music weaves soulful storytelling 
in Polish, Ukrainian, and Yiddish, capturing the spirit and 
warmth of Central and Eastern Europe. 
See eventfinda.co.nz

YOUR LOCAL ROOFING CONTRACTORYOUR LOCAL ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Call for all your roofing solutions Call for all your roofing solutions 

FREE QUOTESFREE QUOTES
Moss killMoss kill

RepairsRepairs
ReroofsReroofs

SpoutingSpouting
Chimney removalChimney removal

Bruce 027 932 3754 Bruce 027 932 3754 
bprobbie54@gmail.combprobbie54@gmail.com  
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BASED ON THE NEW LINE CINEMA FILM, 
WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY JOHN WATERS

LICENSED EXCLUSIVELY BY MUSIC THEATRE 
INTERNATIONAL (AUSTRALASIA).

MARK O’DONNELL &
THOMAS MEEHAN

BOOK BY

MARC SHAIMAN
MUSIC BY

SCOTT WITTMAN & 
MARC SHAIMAN

LYRICS BY

TICKETS: LEVINPERFORMINGARTS.COM
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN
Levin Cosmopolitan Club, 47-51 Oxford St
Friday October 31, 7.30-11pm
Prize for best costume, spot prizes. Make 
Believe Band. Members, adffiliated members 
and guests welcome.
LEVIN CHRISTMAS FAIR
Horowhenua Events Centre and Showgrounds 
32 Victoria St, Levin
Saturday November 1, 9am-3pm
Free entry, a brand-new Christmas Fair with 
local crafters and artisans. The event is not-for-
profit and supports Huha.
DIWALI 2025
Gladys Taylor Park, Bath Street, Levin
Saturday November 8, 5-9pm
Diwali is a festival of new beginnings, and for 
some also coincides with harvest and new year 
celebrations.
REMEMBRANCE DAY – LEVIN 2025
Levin Cenotaph (Remembrance Park), 4 Kent 
Street, Levin
Honour and remember those who served 
and sacrificed for our freedom. A moment 
of silence will be observed to reflect on the 
courage and resilience of our servicemen and 
women.
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A premium fi nish two-bedroom home, smart in design, 
and fi ts within the proposed new minor dwelling rules.

BUILD SMARTER 
WITH GREENHAVEN

$269,000 incl GST (ex yard)

NEW GREENHAVEN WAIHI 60m2

sales@greenhavenhomes.co.nz  0800 777 175 greenhavenhomes.co.nz 

OPEN HOME 18 & 25 Oct / 8 Nov 11 am - 2 pm
Join us at: Corner Buller Rd & SH1, Levin 

New Dawn 
for Alliance
Farmer-shareholders of Alliance 
Group have voted in favour of 
a proposed $270 million joint 
venture investment by Dawn Meats. 

 Dawn Meats, one of Europe’s leading red 
meat processors, will acquire a 65 percent 
shareholding in Alliance, with farmer-
shareholders retaining a 35 percent stake.  

A total of 2675 shareholders voted, 
representing more than 88 percent of 
all shares on issue. Of these, more than 
87 percent voted in favour, meeting the 
threshold under the Takeovers Code.  

Alliance Group chair Mark Wynne says 
the result demonstrates strong farmer 
confidence in the company’s future. 

“Our farmer-shareholders have given a 
clear mandate for Alliance to move forward 
in partnership with Dawn Meats,” he says. 
“This is a vote of trust in our people, our 
operations and our vision. 

“The future looks much brighter than it 
did 12 months ago.” 

Dawn Meats chief executive Niall 
Browne says he’s pleased and excited by 
the outcome of the vote and “we now look 
forward to maximising the potential of the 
new opportunities this strategic partnership 
will unlock in the future for both Dawn 
Meats and Alliance”. 

“Dawn Meats put forward a strong 
strategic partnership proposal involving 
a significant investment in a world-class 
company that shares our values, ambition 
and commitment.”

The first part of Horowhenua’s new 
health hub – Te Pūtahi Ora – is to 
open next week.

Tenants include both Taitoko Health and 
Canopy Radiology, who will be opening at the 
Durham Street facility on Thursday (October 
30). A pharmacy and physiotherapy services are 
expected to be fully operational by the end of 
the year. 

The facility was blessed on Wednesday by iwi 
partners Muaūpoko. The iwi was acknowledged 
for gifting the name. 

Te Pūtahi Ora means a place for heart, health 
and wellbeing. It reflects both the purpose of 
the facility, the extension of a meeting place, 
and the spirit of partnership between iwi and 
community, which is also reflected in the logo.

The health centre has been developed by 
Horowhenua Developments Ltd (HDL), 
a subsidiary of Horowhenua New Zealand 
Trust (HNZT). It creates a central, accessible 
facility that brings together four health services 
– a GP practice, pharmacy, radiology and 
physiotherapy – under one roof.

Muaūpoko representatives spoke about 
the vision that had come together to reflect 
connection to the land. Chief executive Di 
Rump said it was about a partnership of 
collaboration and development of a building as 
part of the whenua. 

Designer Sian Montgomery-Neutze said the 
foyer had been created to be the heart; a centre 
point. The pou (pillars) outside the entrance are 
designed so people feel guided and protected 
when going in and out of the building. 

HDL chair Brendan Duffy said the project 
reflected what was possible with local leadership 
and partnership. 

“Te Pūtahi Ora is a perfect example of 
community vision in action,” he said. “This 
has been a team effort, from the builders and 
project team to mana whenua and funders, all 
united by a shared goal to strengthen the health 
and resilience of our district. 

“It’s a milestone we can all celebrate.”
HDL project manager Melissa Hanson said it 

was rewarding to see the centre come to life.
“This project has always been about more 

than construction, it’s about creating a 
space that truly serves our community,” she 
said. “Every detail was designed with care, 
collaboration, and wellbeing in mind. To see it 

standing here today, is something we can all be 
proud of.” 

The build was by Homestead Construction.
HNZT chair Antony Young thanked 

the partners, funders and donors who had 
supported the project, which included a grant 
from Eastern and Central Community Trust 
for landscaping – it has created a welcoming 
outdoor space with trees and seating. 

“It shows what can be achieved when 
community, iwi, and local leadership work side 
by side,” Antony said. “Te Pūtahi Ora is a place 
built for our people, by our people and it will 
serve our community for generations to come.”

Health hub milestone

Muaūpoko representatives at the Te Pūtahi Ora ceremony on Wednesday.  Photo Vicki Timpson
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Haunted 
Library
Once Upon A Nightmare

Saturday 25 October, Te Takeretanga o Kura-hau-pō

The spirits of Halloween have infested the library and 
warped beloved fairy tale characters into monstrous 

versions that thirst for blood and horror!

Fright Session 5pm - 7.30pm
For Families & Younger Kids

Terror Session 8pm - 10pm
For Older Kids (12+)

$8 Per Person

Online Tickets

$20 Group of 4

(Available on Eventfinda)

$10 Per Person
Door Sales

$30 Group of 4

Please explain, hospital asked
Horowhenua Grey Power is sending MidCentral Health a please explain letter after the late-night discharge of a 
99-year-old Levin resident.

Grey Power zone director Terry Hemmingsen 
says the man was sent home after midnight 
from Palmerston North Hospital’s emergency 
department in a taxi. The man, who doesn’t 
want to be named, didn’t have his Community 
Services Card, so the taxi driver took him to the 
ATM before dropping him home in the dark.

“This raises questions for me,” Terry says. 
“Why was he discharged so late at night? 
Why did hospital staff not check he had a 
Community Services card?”

Terry says he faced a similar situation himself 
recently. 

“I was taken through to the ED by ambulance 
and discharged at 11.30pm. The staff 
ascertained that I was a Levin resident and that 
I had no way to get home with no-one to come 
and get me.

“My suggestion to the ED doctor was that 
they give me a chair in a dark corner and I 
could wait out the night until the shuttles were 
running the next morning. I was told that was 

not an option so they organised a taxi to bring 
me home.” 

“Thank goodness for my Community 
Services Card as the fare from Palmerston to 
Levin is more than $200.”

Terry says with motels near the hospital it 
would be cheaper to pay for a room overnight 
than pay the taxi fare.

“At the least, for late night discharges the 
hospital could have a couple of Lazy-boy chairs 
and blankets in a room.

from front page
“They chose not to show,” he says.
He says a budget of $860 million isn’t 

being spent in the areas that need it.
Fire and Emergency NZ (FENZ) had 18 

calls during the one-hour strike, most of 
which were vehicle crashes.

Deputy national commander Megan 
Stiffler told the Star the goal of FENZ was 
to reach a fair, sustainable, and reasonable 
settlement with the NZPFU.

“We are bargaining in good faith and doing 
everything we can to achieve an agreement 
without disrupting the services communities 
rely on,” she said.

Meanwhile, as of yesterday morning 
(Thursday), further strike action had been 
withdrawn as Fire and Emergency NZ 
and the union agreed to head back to the 
bargaining table.

A joint statement issued yesterday said the 

parties had agreed to reconvene bargaining 
talks in Christchurch on November 3, 4, and 
5.

As a result, the NZPFU has agreed to 
withdraw strike action planned for October 
31, but has indicated a notice for strike action 
on November 7 has been issued.

“Depending on the progress of bargaining, 
the NZPFU will consider withdrawing the 
strike on the 7th and any other notified 
strike, and FENZ will consider withdrawing 
its application for facilitation,” the statement 
said.

“Both parties welcome the return to the 
bargaining table and both are committed 
to productive discussions in an attempt to 
conclude negotiations.”

Tony says ultimately everyone wants to 
avoid further strike action.

“This is positive. It’s a step in the right 
direction.”

‘Gloves off’ – firefighters

WHERE TO PICK UP 
HOROWHENUA’S STAR 

NEWSPAPER

LEVIN
Chaineys 183 Oxford St
Cossie Club, 47 Oxford St
Garden Depot, 4 Buller Rd
HMC Levin, 15 Bristol St
Levin Lucky Lotto  Oxford
Mall Lotto – Levin Mall
New World, Bath St
Property Brokers, Bristol
Queenwood Road Dairy
Ray White, 118a Oxford 
Te Takeretanga Library, 
Tremains Real Estate – 265a Oxford St
Wilton & Co, Queen St East
Woolworths, Bristol/Stanley 

WAITĀRERE BEACH
Waitārere Gift Shop
FOXTON
Te Awahou Nieuwe Stroom
Foxton PostShop
The Windmill
4-Square
FOXTON BEACH
Foxton Bch Comm Ctr
Triangle Dairy
SHANNON
Shannon 4-Square
Allied Service Station
TOKOMARU Dairy

A LARGE AMOUNT of glass, toys, plastics and other refuse was collected from Waitārere Beach 
last weekend by representatives of the NZ 4WD Association Central Zone. Beach resident 
Sharon Freebairn, who coordinates the monthly clean-ups, says efforts like this make a big 
difference to the beach environ. The clean-ups are widely advertised so anyone can join in, 
the roster coinciding with the council refuse collection that arrives the following day. HDC also 
provides rubbish bags and gloves. Pictured at the most recent clean-up are 4WD  Association 
members, Darren Pettengell, Katie Pettengell, Dylan Pettengell and Tyler Pettengell, with  
Manawatū Estuary Management representative Grant Purdie.

You Travel soon House of Travel
House of Travel is adding Levin’s 

You Travel to its stable as Pam Hardy, 
You Travel’s owner-operator for the 
past 18 plus years, is retiring. Pam 
joined the travel industry after 30 
years working in insurance and says 
it’s been a pleasure helping bring 
clients’ travel dreams to life.  She is 
now ready to spend more time with 
her grandchildren and has plans to 
add more countries to her list of 
those already visited. House of Travel 
will officially take over on Monday, 
November 3, with Pam supporting 
the transition throughout the month 
before retiring in time for Christmas.
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By Paul Williams
Levin couple George and Judy Tyree have celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary.

George Tyree married Judith Williams at All 
Saints Church in Foxton on October 16, 1965, 
arriving in a Ford Zephyr to a waiting crowd of 
100 family and friends.

The reception was at the Foxton Memorial 
Hall where the wedding party danced the night 
away to a band, and the newly-weds were the 
last to leave.

They first met on a blind date to the stock cars 
in Palmerston North two years earlier.

George says he was probably lucky that Judy 
was patient – and forgiving. He was two hours 
late picking her up.

“I was at the races and the float was late 
leaving. By the time we got to Foxton the 
reception was a bit cool,” he says.

But all was soon forgiven. They hit it off and 
continued dating regularly afterwards.

After the wedding they honeymooned in 
various North Island locations before returning 
home to settle in Levin.

George’s father, Lloyd, was a racehorse trainer 
and a builder. Father and son worked together 
in the business for many years, building many 
houses in Levin’s expanding north-east.

George trained horses successfully himself for 
many years after a bout of concussions meant 
he couldn’t tolerate the noise of a hammer. It 
helped that the horses were going well, too.  

Judy was working for the borough council 
and it helped that she fell in love with the 
horses, too. 

Love and support have played a massive part 
in their marriage and they’ve been there for each 
other “through good times and the bad”.

Judy says they both know how fortunate they 
are to have maintained reasonably good health. 
They’ve enjoyed travelling and have another trip 
to look forward to on the horizon, and they’ve 
both recently taken up pétanque.

Their anniversary day was spent with family 
and friends.

Couple celebrate 60 years together

George and Judy Tyree today 
(at left), and on their wedding 
day in Foxton on October 16. 
1965.

Photo at left Paul Williams; 
wedding photo supplied

VALID TILL: AUG 31ST 

241 Oxford Street, Levin
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 10am-5pm / Sun 10am-4pm  Ph: 06 920 2110

Free local delivery applies on purchases of $999
and above, within a 15km radius. Beds4U reserve 
the right to amend any misprints or error within this 
advertisement.

*

60%
OFF

FORM PLUS POSTURE REST PLUSH

3999$QUEEN
MATTRESS
AND BASE

MADE IN DENMARKGUARANTEE

2465$QUEEN
MATTRESS
AND BASE

TURN YOUR OLD MATTRESS INTO INSTANT SAVINGS!

UP TO TRADE-IN DISCOUNT $300 *

IN-STORE ONLY
T&Cs APPLY*

SALE
LABOUR DAY
LABOUR DAYBED

FREE DELIVERY*

56%
OFF
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529 QUEEN ST EAST, LEVIN

levin@stevestyreservice.co.nz

www.stevestyreservice.co.nz

STEVE’S
TYRE SERVICE

+ AUTO CARE
FOR A BETTER GRIP ON LIFE
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THE SOAP BOXTHE SOAP BOX

62 Riverbank Rd, Otaki

06 364 5767
orders@dowco.co.nz

SOAPBOX 
FACTORY

Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm 
Friday 9am-3pm

$40
only

KLEEN-AWAY
2.3 litre bottle and refill

•  Moss, mould, lichen 
	 & algae remover.
•  Non-toxic, 
	 non-bleach.
•  Covers approx 
	 700sq metres.
•  Easy to use.

Need a mobile locksmith?Need a mobile locksmith?  

Horowhenua’s largest and most specialised locksmiths, key cutters 
and engravers.

Levin Mall • 06 368 8163 
shop@qualitykeys.co.nz • qualitykeys.co.nz

We can come to you wherever you are,  We can come to you wherever you are,  
from Himatangi to Te Horo.from Himatangi to Te Horo.

Expert hearing care that truly 
listens to you

Come meet your local audiologist, Kamea Lessoway, 
on October 10th at the Age on the Go Expo!
•  Get a glimpse inside your ear with our otoscope demo
•  Explore how sleek and smart hearing aids have become
•  Book in to experience an in-clinic demonstration of hearing aids

Levin Audiology aims to deliver the best care, comfort, and cutting-edge 
tech, and guarantees you’ll see the same friendly face every time.

Come visit the Howowhenua Event Centre and say hi anytime 
between 10am to 2pm and hear the difference!

www.levinaudiology.co.nz

Why regular hearing tests can help your brain
Ears collect sound, but it’s your 

brain that processes it. A growing 
body of research shows a proven 

link between untreated hearing loss 
and dementia, making regular hearing 
checks with a trusted audiologist more 
important than ever.

In fact, untreated hearing loss is now 
recognised as the number one modifiable risk 
factor for dementia, ahead of other major 
factors like social isolation, obesity, physical 
inactivity, smoking, diabetes, and alcohol 
consumption. With dementia cases in New 
Zealand projected to reach 170,000 by 2050, 
studies suggest that almost half of these 
cases might be preventable through better 
management of key health factors, including 
hearing loss.
“You can’t hear what you can’t hear”

Kamea Lessoway, audiologist and owner of 
Levin Audiology, says hearing health is often 
overlooked during routine check-ups because 
hearing loss tends to creep in slowly.

“Unlike vision, where you know when 
you can’t see, you can’t hear what you can’t 
hear,” Kamea explains. “Just as we can’t sit 
and watch the grass grow, we can’t tell if our 
hearing is degenerating. That’s why regular 
hearing tests should be part of everyone’s 
health warrant of fitness.”

Kamea, who is originally from Canada and 
studied at the University of Canterbury, has 
worked in clinics across New Zealand before 

opening Levin Audiology on Oxford Street in 
2021. Her mission is simple: to give people 
access to quality hearing care and a better 
quality of life.

“I really like the people here, and people 
deserve good care,” she says. “Helping 
someone hear well again can completely 
change their daily life.”
Precision testing for better results

Kamea’s commitment to excellence led 
her to personally build a purpose-designed 

soundproof room at her clinic to ensure the 
most accurate hearing assessments possible.

The custom-built space is encased with 
three layers of noise-proof Gib board, 
acoustic bats, and rubber footings, providing 
a controlled environment to fine-tune 
hearing aid prescriptions.

“You need to have the most accurate 
testing possible to achieve the optimum 
hearing aid outcome,” she says. “Hearing 
aids are medical devices and should be 

treated as such; precision matters.”
Take control of your hearing health

Regular checks support communication 
and connection, and they can help safeguard 
cognitive health in the long term. By 
addressing hearing loss early, you’re taking a 
positive step toward reducing dementia risk 
and improving overall wellbeing.

Levin Audiology offers a comprehensive 
range of services including:
•  hearing aid fittings and solutions tailored 

to your needs
•  hearing aids from $780 a pair (with subsidy)
•  remium chip hearing aids from $4677.78 

with subsidy – equivalent to $64.97 per 
month over the six-year lifetime of hearing 
aids (monthly payments not available)

•  tinnitus assessment and counselling
•  adult diagnostic hearing tests
•  econd opinions
•  wax removal
•  GP, ENT, cochlear implant referrals.

Kamea personally ensures you receive a 
hearing aid solution that fits your lifestyle, 
needs, budget, and goals.

Book a free 30-minute consultation with 
Kamea at Levin Audiology, Oxford Street, 
Levin, to take the first step toward clearer 
hearing and better brain health. Please note 
the clinic is by appointment only. 
n  Phone: (06)825-9218 
n  www.levinaudiology.co.nz
n  Email: admin@levinaudiology.co.nz

Kamea Lessoway of Levin Audiology, who believes in helping people have a better 
quality of life through better hearing.
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A confronting new theatre 
work exploring the realities of 
incarceration for Māori will be 
performed at Horowhenua College in 
Levin on Wednesday, October 30. 

It brings urgent national conversations into 
communities with its own deep ties to the issues 
it examines.

Out the Gate, written by Helen Pearse-
Otene and directed by Jim Moriarty, illuminates 
the lived experiences of Māori who have been 
through the prison system and are working to 
reconnect with their whānau and communities.

The production uses Te Rākau Hua o Te Wao 
Tapu’s renowned Theatre Marae methodology 
– a fusion of marae protocol, Greek theatre 
structures, choreography and music – to create a 
powerful communal performance experience.

The Horowhenua performance follows the 
work’s premiere at Pataka Art + Museum in 
Porirua. Its arrival in Levin carries particular 
resonance. The Horowhenua district, like many 
regions, has seen the intergenerational impacts 
of state care, incarceration, and systemic 
inequities.

Levin was once the site of big 
state institutions, including the 
former centres of Kimberley and 
Hokio, and has long been part of 
conversations about the treatment 
of Māori in state care and justice 
systems.

“This is about more than just 
telling stories – it’s about facing 
the systems that shaped those 
stories,” Jim Moriarty says. “Many 
of these men and women have 
been in 35 or 40 foster homes. 
The stats around that are horrible. 

“Who helps you navigate 
that quagmire of early 
institutionalisation?”

The ensemble cast of more than 
16 performers includes people 
with direct lived experience of incarceration, 
alongside seasoned theatre practitioners. 
This intentional mix, Moriarty says, creates a 
rehearsal and performance space built on care 
and mentorship, ensuring authenticity on stage.

The play draws on Tiaki, a kaupapa Māori 
research project supported by the Health Research 

Council in 2024, which explored what Māori 
needed to thrive after their release from prison.

Out the Gate transforms those findings into 
episodic theatre, blending vignettes, waiata, 
choreography, physical performance and 
personal testimony.

The creative team hopes the Horowhenua 

performance will act as a 
catalyst for local reflection and 
dialogue, particularly among 
service providers, policy-makers, 
whānau and rangatahi.

A companion podcast, 
featuring rehearsal conversations 
and interviews with Tiaki 
participants, is expected to 
launch in 2026.

The work doesn’t shy away 
from hard truths. It traces the 
ripple effects of childhood 
trauma, state care, fractured 
whakapapa, addiction and 
institutionalisation – while also 
emphasising that healing and 
reconnection are possible with 

appropriate support.
“We’re holding up a mirror, but we’re also 

showing pathways forward,” Jim says.
n  Out the Gate is at Horowhenua College on 

Wednesday, October 30. More information at 
terakau.org/out-the-gate

Out the Gate writer Helen Pearse-Otene and director Jim Moriarty.
Photos by Tabitha Arthur Photography

Play explores life after prison

HEADS UP: MANAWATŪ COLLEGE

Nau mai ki te wāhanga tuawhā o te tau.
Welcome to term 4. We are on the home stretch! 

By Paul Williams
The ability of sport to bring people 
together is evident this weekend as 
friendships forged in both rugby 
and netball are renewed.

The two Levin colleges have always enjoyed 
a healthy rivalry in all codes, and boots 
and bibs will be dusted off as the reunion 
involving players from an era more than 25 
years ago take the field or court again.

What started as a get-together quickly grew 
legs, with a rugby match organised for Levin 
Domain tomorrow (Saturday) afternoon 
and a netball match at Donnelly Park in the 
morning.

Waiopehu’s Richie Paul says it’s been a great 
excuse to get fit, but also to check in on old 
mates.

There are some familiar names; William 
Raston played NRL league, while several 
players in both teams played provincial rugby.
RUGBY – The players
Waiopehu: Matt Beisell, Ricky Hurunui, 
Hayden Woodley, Pere Nepia, William 
Raston, Jackson Wood, Quentin Ruruku, Fea 
Feagaiga, BJ Lawton, Daniel Harper, Richie 
Paul, Cori Roberts, Aleni Feagaiga, Brendon 
Jones, Josh Hetariki, Atlanta Hetariki, James 

creating an atmosphere of elegance 
and celebration. The traditional red 
carpet walk was a highlight, with staff, 
whānau, and community members 

cheering on our students. 
Thank you to Annie Tatana and her 

team for always putting on an amazing 
event. 

– Toni Kiriona, Tumuka o te wā/Acting 
principal

Our senior students are working 
incredibly hard to complete their 
final internal assessments and 
are preparing diligently for their 
upcoming external examinations.

We had a busy end to term 3. 
During Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori 
we proudly participated in our 
annual Whakawhanaungatanga Day. 
Hosted by Horowhenua College, our 
students faced off against Ōtaki and 
Waiopehu colleges in the traditional 
Māori game of āriki. It was fantastic 
to see the commitment, proving that 
growth in te reo me ōna tikanga is 
always the real winner of the day.

We also took the time to celebrate 

a true national treasure, our long-
standing office administrator, 
Kerry McGhie. After 30 years of 
unwavering dedication and service 
to our school, Kerry will be deeply 
missed. Her commitment and 
warm presence were an anchor 
for generations of students, staff, 
and whānau. We wish her all the 
happiness and relaxation she has 
truly earned in her well-deserved 
retirement.

Finally, our school ball, held 
during the term 3 holidays, was an 
unforgettable evening. This year’s 
Casino Royale theme transformed 
the hall into a glamorous venue, 

At the school ball are Lou-Anne Van Larken, Katrina 
Tua, Shiloh Gyde and Gracen Thwaites. 

Toni Kiriona with retiring office administrator Kerry 
McGhie.

Busy time as students prepare for external exams

Karauria, Tony Hurunui, Andre Houston, 
Marino Rangiuia, Trent Dallas, Charlie Rudd, 
Damien Daly, Nopera Stewart, Dave Barker, 
Martin Tupara, Wayne Hurunui jnr.
Horowhenua: Michael Ogden, Robin Pratt, 
Jarrod Ryder, Willie Lander, Whetu Matahaere, 
Huka Kahu, Paul Tuala, Shane McLeod, Daniel 
Gillespie, Matt Easton, Ricky Fonoti, Steve 
Gillespie, Wes Pollock, Shane Cappie, Bernard 
Orbell, Josh Shaw, Luke Jannsen, Stu Greig, 
Noel Corbett, Sam Hayes, Caleb Stevenson, 
Carl McLeod, Aaron Pairama, Dion Wahren, 
Phil Grimstone, Carl Vanderwiel.

NETBALL
Waiopehu: Desiree Tatana, Monique Hetariki, 
Kahu Hurunui, Renee Hurunui, Natalie Martin, 
Elaine August, Debbie Wood, Jody Hare, Amber 
Knight, Jess Strawbridge, Leah Richards-Sciascia, 
Emma Mitchell, Emma Armstrong, Amme Hayes, 
Peyton Hurunui, Azaleah Hurunui, Tyrece 
Karauria, Raylene Tyson.
Horowhenua: Lisa Tucker, Shelly Reid, Samantha 
Wehipeihana, Natalie Easton, Kelly Williams, Sheena 
Williams, Nikki Tatana, Rebekah Parker, Paula 
Hirini-Watson, Courtney Fryer, Stacy Ranish, Alexia 
Gaby, Sonya Coutts, Holly Crombie, Vanessa Smith.

Old college rivals renew friendships Narrow 
margin ends 
Māori ward
A tiny majority of Horowhenua 
residents have chosen to remove the 
Horowhenua Māori Ward, the result 
confirmed alongside the 2025 local 
election results.

Of the 11,682 votes cast, the difference was 
just 188 votes in favour of disestablishing the 
two wards seats.

The two current Māori wards councillors 
elected are Nina Hori Te Pa and Lani Ketu.

The Horowhenua Māori Ward was 
established after community engagement in 
2021. At a council meeting in September 2024, 
Horowhenua District Council voted to retain 
the ward.

Due to a law change last year, councils with 
Māori wards not established by a poll of voters 
were required to either dissolve them or hold a 
binding poll about their future.

As the council had voted not to dissolve the 
Horowhenua Māori Ward, a referendum was 
held alongside the 2025 local body elections.

The ward will remain in place for the 2025-
2028 term, with the change taking effect from 
the 2028 local elections.

The Waiopehu College rugby team of the late 1990s had a reunion trip to Brisbane last 
year, the catalyst for another reunion and a game against old foe Horowhenua College 
at Levin Domain tomorrow.	 Photo supplied
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By Paul Williams
When birds start chirping and flowers bloom it can 
only mean one thing – Spring Fling.

A record-breaking crowd is expected to attend Foxton’s annual 
flagship event on Suinday this holiday weekend.

Organisers have been promoting the event in nearby 
Palmerston North and Wellington – including billboards in the 
middle of the capital – and are anticipating an influx of city folk.

Now in its 45th year, the event is organised by Foxton Tourism 
and Development Association (FTDA). Coordinator Kate Street 
says while it’s difficult to have an exact headcount, an estimated 
8000 people attended last year, and if the weather forecast kindly 

FOXTONFocus onFocus on

Deconn Flair Unique Gifts & Co
Deconn Flair for unique gifts and homeware. 

We have something for everyone, 
with collections from French Country, Le Forge, 
Gill Distributers, Pepler, Helga May, Amberlene, 

Beau, stellar and many more.

78 MAIN STREET FOXTON
e: deconnflair@gmail.com 

w: deconnflair.co.nz

CHRISTMAS ROOM ALL YEAR AROUND 

It’s Spring Fling time!
obliges there could be as many as 10,000 people attending the 
event this year.

Kate says the inner-city billboards on Courtney Place feature a 
QR code that can be scanned on a cellphone, bringing up a social 
media page with boosted adverts and information about the 
event, all with a Proudly Foxton logo attached.

“We can see how many visits we’ve had and there is a lot of 
interest,” she says. “We’re expecting an even bigger crowd than 
last year.”

Kate says already a record number of stallholders have booked 
sites. Last year there were 230 stalls selling everything from 
candy-floss to T-shirts, chopping boards, wooden furniture, even 

personalised items that can be made then and there – this year 
already 285 stallholders are coming.

Foxton has a history of carnivals, parades and community 
gatherings and Kate says the vast majority of local businesses 
support Spring Fling in recognising it brings people to Foxton.

“We want to promote Foxton and Foxton Beach  businesses – 
Spring Fling is bringing people into town and they absolutely love 
it and want to come back,” she says.

It costs $80 to book a 4m x 4m stall for the day, and $140 for a 
food-stall or truck. FTDA reinvests any profit into initiatives that 
promote and support the town, like hanging baskets on the main 
street.

The hanging baskets were down for a while as the lines were 
being repaired, but they are back up just in time.

After brief hiatus in 2021, the event returned in 2022 with 
renewed energy. A large number of market and craft stalls are 
back, offering artisan products, food, and family-oriented trades.

The event costs more than $25,000 to put on, helped this year 
with a grant from Pelorus Trust that goes towards things like 
promotion, power, toilets, stage hire and face-painting.

A feature of the day will be a petting zoo the library for the first 
time. There will be a range of animals large and small, including 
sheep, alpacas, ponies, donkey, tortuoise, blue-tongue lizards and 
birds. 

“It’s a great drawcard for the children,” Kate says. 
There’s been a big focus on live entertainment this year, with 

three live bands set to take the stage, which will be set up near 
Foxton New World – The Clint Taylor Experience, 4UP, and Dilz 
Hailwood. Last year it was mainly acoustic offerings, so to have 
live bands is expected to add to the atmosphere.

A bucking mechanical bull has been booked, as have Mac 
trucks and mini jeeps, while free face-painting is always a big 
drawcard at Spring Fling.
WHAT: Foxton Spring Fling
WHEN: Sunday, October 26
WHAT TIME: 9am to 3pm

Coronation Hall, 
The Avenue, Foxton
www.mavtech.org.nz

tel: 021766 643 

* SPRING FLING OPEN DAY *
SUN 26th OCT  - 10am - 3pm

$5 DAY PASS (children free with adults)
No open day on Sat 25th Oct 

MOVIE NIGHT FRI 31st OCT  7PM
EExxppeerriieennccee  hhiissttoorryy  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  mmaacchhiinneess  aanndd  
tteecchhnnoollooggyy  tthhaatt  mmaaddee  NNeeww  ZZeeaallaanndd  mmeemmoorriieess..
WWaattcchh  mmoovviieess  tthhee  oolldd  wwaayy  oonn  tthhee  bbiigg  ssccrreeeenn  iinn  
oouurr  110000--yyeeaarr--oolldd  tthheeaattrree..

              MMAAVVtteecchh  mmaakkeess  HHiissttoorryy  ccoommee  AAlliivvee..

OOppeenn  ffoorr  pprriivvaattee  ggrroouupp  ttoouurrss  bbyy  aarrrraannggeemmeenntt  
((ffeeee  nneeggoottiiaabbllee))

MMAAVVtteecchh  wwiisshheess  ttoo  tthhaannkk  tthhee  HHoorroowwhheennuuaa  DDiissttrriicctt  
CCoouunncciill  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  oonnggooiinngg  ssuuppppoorrtt..

foxtonautoworks@gmail.com06 363 8074 21 Main Street, Foxton

WOF   I   MECHANICAL & AUTO ELECTRICAL   I   PARTS & SERVICE

FOXTON AUTO WORKS

Scan with phone 
TO SAVE 

CONTACT
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MAHI MĀRA/Gardening

A phone call from a local gardener this week prompted me to write about the control of moths and the damage their grubs do to fruit crops.

GARDENING

WALLY RICHARDS

There are two moths that are problems. 
The first is the codlin moth, which is active 
throughout New Zealand but damages only 
apples, pears and walnuts – their host trees. That 
makes the problem only seasonal when those 
trees have maturing fruit on them.

The other critter, the guava moth is mostly 
active in the upper North Island, especially 
around Auckland and further north. Unlike the 

codlin moth, it uses 
all fruit and nuts 
as the host plants, 
including last season 
as reported to me, 
tomatoes.

Yes one northern 
gardener asked me 
what were these 
grubs inside the 
tomatoes.

Nature is smart 
and there’s no point of the moths laying their 
eggs near the flowers of the fruit or even 
after the fruit has set till the fruit has grown 
to a reasonable size – ping pong ball size or 
larger.Otherwise the grubs that likely eat 
their equivalent body weight daily, would eat 
themselves out of house and home and have to 
find another food source, which would make it 
vulnerable to birds.

Also, codlin moths emerge from their cocoon 
only when he weather conditions are favourable.

Thus we can use to advantage a codlin moth 
trap to monitor when the pests are on the wing 
by catching some male moths. Then when no 

male moths are caught, its over for the season.
Codlin moth traps are not an effective 

control, only a means of finding out the best 
time to apply controls. There’s also no need to 
put a trap out till the apples/pears/walnuts have 
set on the tree and grown a bit. 

For the guava moth, pheromone traps are a 
waste of money because the pest is busy most of 
the year, except in a cold winter or when there 
are no fruit.

As the name suggests, the guava moth loves 
guava and also has a liking for feijoas.

Fortunately, both codlin and guava moths are 
relatively easy to control. First, let’s understand 
how these two pests operate.

Being moths they fly only at night. They find 
their host tree by the smell of the forming and 
ripening fruit. So if they can’t smell your tree/
fruit they will fly on by to a tree they can smell.

So the first step in reducing damage to your 
fruit by to disguise the smell of the tree/fruit. 
You need a smell that negates the smell of the 
tree.

We use Wallys Neem Tree Granules scattered 
on the ground beneath the tree from the trunk 
to the drip line. Then by making some little 
bags out of curtain netting we hang more of the 
granules in the tree on the lower branches about 
head high at the four cardinal points.

We do this after flowering and when the fruit 
has formed to a reasonable size. One application 
is all that’s needed for each crop, as the granules 
last more than three months.

An Auckland gardener told me also that she 
cut open old tea bags, removed the tea leaves 

and put cat r epellent crystals in the bags, 
stapled them up and hung in her fruit trees. 
Result: no guava moth damage. As the crystals 
would be washed away with rain they need an 
umbrella made out of the round base of a plastic 
cordial bottle, and hung protected in the tree to 
last for the whole fruit season.

It’s the same as I have suggested in a 
glasshouse to fool whitefly – having little gauze 
pouches hanging from the roof to create a smell. 

The next step in control is to prevent any 
grubs that hatch out near your fruit from eating 
their way into the fruit.

Once a grub enters the fruit you have lost 
the battle. Even if you use a poisonous systemic 
insecticide to kill it, whats the point? It’s going 
to die inside the fruit. Not nice to eat.

No, you need a non-toxic substance on the 
outside of the fruit that will prevent the grub 
from eating its way in. Wallys Super Neem Tree 
oil with Raingard is the perfect answer. You 
spray the fruit, not the tree, so there’s a coating 
of oil on the skin of the fruit, protected from 
washing off in rain with Raingard (lasts for 14 
days before reapplying.)

The neem oil is an anti-feedent – which 
means when the young grub takes its first bite it 
will get some neem oil in its gut and will never 
eat again, starving to death fairly quickly. On 
your mature fruit you will have a little pin-prick 
scar where it took its one and only bite.

Just spray the maturing fruit every 14 days. 
Fruit that are more difficult to spray will likely 
be eaten by birds later on anyway, and as long as 
you’re getting a nice amount of fruit to harvest 

that’s all that really matters.
Another way to control moth problems is by 

setting up a moth lure to attract and kill them.
Take a litre of hot water, add 100g of sugar, 

one teaspoon of Marmite, half a tablespoon 
of cloudy ammonia and half a tablespoon of 
vanilla. Mix well and divide the mix between 
two plastic milk or soft drink bottles. 

Punch some holes in the side of the bottles 
just above the level of the mix. Place on a stand 
about a couple of metres away from the tree 
about waist height – like on a small folding 
table. When several moths are caught, dispose 
of them and make up a new solution. Cloudy 
ammonia used to be common in grocery stores, 
but if difficult to find, try a hardware store.

If you do all three procedures for control or 
at least the first two then you should be able to 
once again enjoy your own fruit.

The codlin moth traps are useful because if 
you monitor them, you’ll see they trap the male 
codlin moths, which tells you it’s the time to use 
the neem tree oil spray on your apples etc.

If after a month you find no new male moths 
in the trap you can stop spraying as it’s all over 
for the season (that is unless you have guava 
moths in your region).

By the way, don’t hang a codlin moth trap 
on a branch on your tree as it just encourages 
moths to the tree. Hang it on or sit it on a pole 
away from the tree but in proximity.

n  Wally operates online business Wally’s Garden 
Enterprises. Phone 0800 466464. For garden 
information and news see gardenews.co.nz

Moths and their damaging grubsMoths and their damaging grubs
Image by Pixabay



By Janine Baalbergen
Victor Taylor – better known as 
Matua Victor – held his inaugural 
walking tour through Foxton last 
week. 

Born and raised in Foxton, Victor is so 
passionate about the river and the history of 
his home town that he is sharing his knowledge 
with 45-minute walking tours for locals and 
visitors alike.

The first tour ran along the river loop from 
Nye Cottage to the red shed. Several locals with 
a strong interest in local history joined the tour, 
sharing many stories that Victor could add to 
his repertoire.

All tours are designed for slow walkers and 
last about 45 minutes. 

“We hope to explore different areas 
eventually, but for now we do the river loop and 
talk about the wharf, the train station, and the 
flax industry,” Victor says.

On his daily walks through town Victor and 
his wife, Eileen, have met many older visitors 
who are eager to explore the waterfront more, 
but anxious about exploring on their own.

“On weekends people walk around looking 
for things to do and see and we thought we 
could help with a walking tour,” Victor says. 
“I love to share and listen to everyone else’s 
memories.”

Wandering along the river loop walkers can 
see pukeko, a white or grey heron, he says. 

“The wildlife is coming back since the walk 
along the river has been revamped and the river 
was cleaned up.”

On the way he points to foundations of a 
boiler from one of the town’s many steam-
powered flax mills, or the mooring point for 
boats that’s still visible, and shares the history of 
Foxton’s Nye Cottage and the man it was named 
after.

“The river was much deeper and wider when 
I was young.”

He remembers fishing, white-baiting and 
even swimming in the loop as a kid. Since then 
life in and on the river has slowed a lot as the 
loop has slowly silted over. 

In historical archives there is plenty of 
evidence of the riverside being a hive of 
activity, especially in the late 18th and early 
20th centuries. As evidence, the Flax Stripper 

Museum has a photo of a flying fox going across 
the river.

The current barbecue area in the riverside 
park was once the site of the Foxton Railway 
Station, from where products from the booming 
flax industry were shipped. 

“When I was a kid the railway sleepers were 
still there,” he says.

Victor talks about buildings along the 
walk, from the iconic windmill and the multi-
cultural museum to the Flax Stripper Museum, 
Nye Cottage, a carver’s workshed, and more. 
Questions or input from walkers are welcome.

He recounts the fact that Scandinavian settlers 
landed in Foxton, went through immigration 
and then moved to Dannevirke and other east 
coast settlements.

One future option is a walk along the 
boardwalk at the far end of the walkway, beyond 
the red shed, where there are the remains of 
local industry. 

This and all future walks start behind the 
windmill. Book online and pay $25 per person 
at the start of the walk, by eftpos or cash. 
No online payments, to avoid cancellations 
problems.

To find out more or book a walk, see 
foxtonguidedwalks.co.nz

Foxton history buffs were first in line to enjoy Matua Victor’s inaugural walk: Jim and Sarah 
Harper, Eileen and Victor Taylor, Chrissy Pedersen and dog Jimmy.  Photo Janine Baalbergen

Victor takes walks through history
“We hope to explore different 

areas eventually, but for now we 
do the river loop and talk about 
the wharf, the train station, and 
the flax industry.” 

– Victor Taylor
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WILDLIFE FOXTON is proud to be participating in a new 
initiative promoting options for non-kerbside recycling.
We encourage residents and ratepayers to be more 
sustainable. 
Come in and learn about all the exciting options available 
at WILDLIFE FOXTON TRUST in the Foxton Beach Senior 
Citizens Hall, 207 Seabury Avenue. 
Open Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 9am–12noon.

RECYCLING BUCKETS FOR:
• Dish and Air Care products 
• Razor products
• NESCAFE Dolce Gusto Capsules
• Hair Care Aerosol products 
• Hair Care & Colour products
• Soft plastic Food Storage products 
• Colgate Oral Care products 
• Household Batteries

We thank the following organisations 
for grant funding support:

Horizons Regional Council: Pūtea 
Hapori Urupare 

Terracycle boxes for:
Blister packs;
Soft packaging; 
Shipping materials; 
Pens, pens & markers

Let’s celebrate recycling!

Reduce
Recycle 

Reuse

Environmental Network Manawatū: 
Small Grants Environment Initiatives 
Fund 2025/6

Āhuarangi – Community Climate 
Response Fund

RECYCLE THE 
UNRECYCLABLE

And WILDLIFE FOXTON TRUST for 
supporting Recycling Week 2025
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HUATAU/Opinion
PEOPLE’S POLITICS: PHIL MALPAS

With the introduction of the 
Parent Boost Visitor Visa, 
designed to unite families 
and enhance New Zealand’s 
appeal to skilled migrants, New 
Zealanders have several ways 
to bring their parents to the 
country.  

Since each visa has unique rules and 
costs, this summary can help families 
decide which option is best for them.

Opened on September 29, 2025, 
the Parent Boost Visitor Visa offers a 
5-year multiple-entry visa, renewable 
for another five years, making it ideal for 
parents wanting long-term involvement 
in their family’s lives. To be eligible, 
parents must be sponsored by their 
NZ citizen or resident child and meet 
the financial and health insurance 
requirements. These can be met either by 
the sponsor meeting an income threshold 
or by the parents having their own 
sufficient funds or income.

A key requirement is holding medical 
insurance with at least $250,000 in 
annual cover for emergency care. A 

health check is also required after three 
years. While this visa does not provide 
a pathway to residence, it is a suitable 
option for families who prioritise 
flexibility over permanent settlement.

For parents who prefer shorter, more 
frequent trips rather than a long-term 
stay, the visa is a more suitable option.  
This multiple-entry visa allows stays of 
up to six months at a time (for a total of 
18 months over three years), making it 
suitable for visiting during important 
family events.  A general visitor visa, 
which has fewer requirements, is an 
alternative for shorter family visits.

For parents seeking permanent 
residence, the Parent Resident Visa is 
an option, but it comes with important 
caveats.  As a sponsor, the child makes 
a 10-year legal commitment to provide 

accommodation and financial support, 
and they are responsible if their parents 
access public services.  It’s also important 
to know that Parent Resident Visa 
applications are subject to a ballot. Due 
to high demand, even if you meet all 
requirements, your application is entered 
into a lottery, with no guarantee of 
selection. 

The final option is the Parent 
Retirement Resident Visa, which enables 
parents to gain permanent residence 
after investing $1 million in New 
Zealand for four years, provided all other 
requirements are met.

Choosing the right visa is a significant 
decision, carrying long-term financial 
and legal commitments for you as the 
sponsor. Each option has a unique set 
of requirements, including details not 
covered in this summary, that must be 
carefully weighed against your family’s 
goals.  To ensure you select the best path 
for your family and fully understand 
your obligations, we recommend 
seeking professional legal advice.  
Contact our firm to discuss your specific 
circumstances.
n  Steve is a solicitor at CS Law

A MATTER OF LAW: STEVE LEADBETTER

What is migrant exploitation and what can I do if I or 
someone else is being exploited?

A migrant worker is a worker who is in New Zealand on a temporary 
visa; migrant exploitation is when an employer takes advantage of that 
position to treat a person unlawfully.

Migrant exploitation can include 
things like: bullying, taking your 
passports and air tickets, making 
someone pay above market 
rates for things such as food and 
accommodation, forcing someone to 
live in substandard accommodation, 
not paying the right wages (or at 

all), making anyone pay money to get your job, threatening you or your 
family members.  

A migrant worker has the same minimum employment rights as a New 
Zealand worker. These rights apply to everyone, even if you’re working 
illegally. They can’t be taken away from you.

Your minimum employment rights include that your employer must: 
•  give you a written employment agreement or contract 
•  pay you at least the minimum wage for all the hours you work 
•  pay you in cash, unless you have agreed to receive it in a different way 

(such as by direct credit)
•  not deduct money from your wages unless the law allows it (such as 

tax and student loan payments), or you have agreed in writing to have 
money taken out. 
Migrant exploitation is illegal. If you or someone else are experiencing 

any of the abuse described above you should report it by going online to 
the Employment New Zealand website, or by calling them on 0800 200 
088. You can ask to speak to someone in your own language 

If you need help or support completing the online form, or you need 
an interpreter, you can call Citizens Advice on 06 368 9521 or come and 
visit us or email us at levin@cab.org.nz 

If you hold an Accredited Employer Work Visa (AEWV), and want 
to leave your job because of exploitation, you may be able to apply for a 
Migrant Exploitation Protection Visa.  

The Migrant Exploitation Protection Visa allows you to quickly 
leave the job where you have been exploited and to legally stay in New 
Zealand while you search for another job. It is valid for six months or 
until the expiry date of your current work visa (whichever comes first).  

To apply you must first make a report of your exploitation to 
Employment New Zealand and they will assess your situation. If 
Employment New Zealand agree that you are being exploited, they 
will give you a letter stating that you are being exploited.  You can then 
take this letter to Immigration New Zealand to apply for a Migrant 
Exploitation Protection Visa. 

You must make application for the visa within one month of receiving 
the letter from Employment New Zealand.  

A Migrant Exploitation Protection Visa does not automatically entitle 
you to financial or other support. 

If you need some financial support while you look for a job you can try 
talking to your embassy or your local community for help. You may also 
be able to get a loan from your bank.

n Ginny is chair of Citizens Advice Bureau Levin 

CITIZENS ADVICE: GINNY WILLIAMS

Know your rights with 
migrant exploitation

How to bring parents into New Zealand

BURNING ISSUES: CRAIG GOLD

In an emergency, the number’s important

In New Zealand, we follow 
the Westminster system of 
government – a framework 
built to uphold order, 
stability, and liberty through 
representative democracy.

Yet increasingly, our political life 
feels driven by ideology rather than 
guided by responsibility. When a 
single view dominates, government 
risks becoming an echo chamber, 
and its core purpose – to serve and 
protect the wellbeing of citizens – 
begins to fade.

A government’s authority comes 
from the people; its goal is the welfare 
of those people. But in Aotearoa 
today, that goal is often obscured by 

partisan competition and the hollow 
performance of fiscal restraint.

The Westminster model relies on 
individual ministerial accountability 
and collective cabinet responsibility. 
It assumes transparency, integrity, 
and good faith. But in practice, 
accountability has become ritual. 
Party discipline shields ministers 
from real consequences, while 
bureaucratic layers blur responsibility. 

“Taking responsibility” too often 
means apologising in Parliament, not 
fixing the problem.

Parliament should be a place of 
stewardship, of care for the nation’s 
shared future. Instead, it often 
rewards ideological loyalty over 
practical solutions. The form of 
Westminster remains, but its spirit 
has diminished.

Phrases like “balancing the books” 
or “getting the country back on 
track” may sound reassuring, but 
they often obscure more than they 
reveal. Government finance is not 
about virtue-signalling restraint. It’s 
about managing income, expenditure, 
and borrowing within sustainable 
limits. Debt is not inherently 

a failure, it’s a tool. Borrowing 
to build infrastructure, support 
education, or improve healthcare is 
not recklessness; it is investment in 
collective wellbeing.

The true measure of fiscal 
responsibility is not a surplus on 
paper, but a society in which people 
live safely, productively, and with 
dignity. Treasury exists to manage 
public finances, not to dictate moral 
priorities. Yet political rhetoric often 
elevates fiscal balance above human 
need.

Money today is fiat currency 
– its value derives from trust and 
government credibility, not from 
physical backing. The real constraint 
is not financial but practical: people, 

skills, natural resources, and social 
cohesion.

To cite “budget constraints” as 
an excuse for underfunding health, 
education, or environmental 
resilience is to forget what 
government is for. These aren’t 
luxuries. They are the foundations of 
a functioning society.

Democracy must be judged not 
by debt levels or GDP, but by the 
wellbeing of its people. 

The goal is not simply to balance 
the books, it is to balance the lives 
of those who entrusted government 
with power.
n Phil has worked in IT consulting and 

lectured in management accounting and 
computer studies.

When serving and protecting citizen wellbeing begins to fade

In an emergency, every second 
counts. 

Whether it’s a fire, medical, or 
other urgent situation, the ability for 
emergency services to quickly find your 
home can make all the difference. One of 
the simplest yet most often overlooked 
ways to help is by making sure your house 
number is clearly visible from the road.

With mailboxes not being used 
so much, we put less importance on 
maintaining them, including the number.

Imagine it’s dark, raining, and 
emergency responders are trying to find 
your address. They slow down to look, 
squinting through the rain, but your 
house number is faded, hidden by plants, 
or missing altogether. Valuable time 
is lost that could mean the difference 
between a small fire and a devastating 
loss, or between getting help in minutes 
instead of precious seconds too late.

It’s something we don’t think about 
often, but visibility really matters. Your 
number should be easy to read, even in 
poor lighting or bad weather. 

Here are a few quick tips to make sure 
your house number is doing its job:
•  make it big and bold at least 10cm 

high so it can be read from the road
•  use a contrasting colour – black on 

white, or white on dark colours
•  keep it clear – trim bushes or trees 

blocking the view
•  light it up to ensure it’s visible at 

night, or use reflective numbers.
For rural homes, it’s especially 

important that the Rapid (Rural 
Address Property Identification) 
number is clearly displayed at the 
entrance to your driveway and 
not obstructed by plants or signs. 
Emergency services rely heavily on 
these markers to find properties quickly.

Emergency crews all agree that being 
able to spot your address easily from 
the road can save vital time when every 
moment matters. When you call 111, 
your address is passed through to the 
responding crew, but even with GPS, 
visual confirmation is key. Crews need 
to see your number clearly to pull up to 
the right property without delay.

This is a small action that makes a 
big difference, not only for your own 
safety but for your neighbours, too. If 
you notice a friend or family member’s 
house number is missing or hard to 
see, encourage them to fix it. You might 
even lend a hand repainting a faded 
number or clearing a few branches.

So, take a moment this week to step 
outside and look at your house from the 
road. Can you see your number clearly 
from both directions? If not, now’s the 
time to make it right. Because when 
help is on the way, you want to make 
sure they can find you fast.
n  Craig is Fire and Emergency NZ assistant 

commander Manawatū/Whanganui region
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Kāpiti claimed him as its own at the time of 
his death on October 15 aged 90, but Taranaki 
and the King Country had good reasons for 
celebrating with Kāpiti the life of Jim and the 
contribution he and wife Joan made to their 
regions. It was from his home town in Rahotu 
that he honed his debating skills in 
young farmers’ competitions, and 
Pio Pio where he farmed.

That Ōtaki MP Tim Costley 
should shed a tear in Parliament 
when speaking in honour of the 
former National Party leader 
summed up the sadness of many at 
home and abroad.

I had the good fortune to know 
Jim by reputation in Taranaki as 
a voice in the young farmers of 
the province, and subsequently 
during assignment as political editor of the New 
Zealand Press Association in Wellington and as 
an on overseas correspondent for NZPA.

Among colleagues of his era – Rob Muldoon, 
Jim McLay, Brian Talboys, Bill Birch, George 
Gair and Hugh Templeton to name a number 
who stood out for the quality of their portfolio 
stewardship – he achieved leadership for a 
number of reasons. Among them were his 
political shrewdness, a willingness to listen 
to and adopt other viewpoints if they fitted 
better with the issue before him, a manner that 
induced rapport from Kiwis one-on-one who 
may have been awed by his position, and an 
ability to put aside differences in the interest of 
resolution of an issue or need.

The first of these became clear when National 

caucus members sought to dethrone Prime 
Minister Rob Muldoon during a period when 
Muldoon attended a Commonwealth Prime 
Minister’s meeting in New Delhi in 1980. 
Plotters counted Jim Bolger among their 
support base. They looked to Brian Talboys to 

signal a challenge. But as Talboys 
delayed and delayed a public 
announcement of challenge, it 
was Bolger who moved quietly to 
support Muldoon – a signal that 
colleagues interpreted to mean a 
coup was unlikely to succeed.

On the evening that National 
voted to elect Jim McLay as 
its leader in 1985, Bolger, with 
backing from his old friend Birch 
and North Shore MP Gair, began 
strategising an opportunity to 

unseat McLay. The coup when it occurred 
in 1986 set the stage for his subsequent 
assumption of the prime ministerial position 
in 1990. Bolger, in my view, had the political 
instincts necessary in a party leader that McLay 
lacked.

 Where Muldoon held leadership by force 
of political will and shrewdness of assessment 
of his colleagues, Bolger held it through 
persuasion, conviviality and a blessed “touch of 
the blarney” contributed by his Irish ancestry. 
He had the personal strength and judgement to 
stand up on assumption of office to criticism of 
his early tough fiscal policies to right a dismal 
financial situation brought on by a surprise 
corporate failure of the Bank of New Zealand.

While it went against his better nature, he 

POLITICS

BRUCE KOHN

supported Ruth Richardson in her presentation 
of what she termed “the mother of all 
budgets” as part of the economic restoration. 
Appointment of Bill Birch as her successor 
gave him a sense of satisfaction that the “people 
oriented” support policies he wanted to 
implement, rather than programmes of austerity 
he previously considered necessary, might now 
get priority.

National Party president Sylvia Wood wrote 
following his death: “Jim’s integrity, pragmatism 
and deep belief in building a decent and fair 
society defined his life of public service. He 
leaves a lasting legacy within the National 
Party and the country he led with strength and 
conviction.”

She added: “His steady leadership guided 
New Zealand through a period of profound 
economic and social change, including the 
introduction of the MMP electoral system and 
the advancement of Treaty settlements that 

Jim Bolger ‘a pleasure to be with’ – Keating
Jim Bolger was a community man of service whose political instincts were 
used for the betterment of the regions in which he lived and the nation as a 
whole.
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continue to shape our nation today.”
While Jim led a centre-right government, he 

was not hide-bound by ideology. Commonsense 
solutions that were correct for the issue whether 
they fitted with “left or right thinking were 
his preference. Acceptance of posts as chair of 
New Zealand Post and Kiwi Bank under the 
subsequent Labour government of Helen Clark 
were a surprise to many. But not to those who 
knew that Labour’s Michael Cullen as finance 
minister shared much of the Bolger philosophies 
for a fair and decent society.

After leaving politics in 1988, Jim was 
appointed to the position of New Zealand 
Ambassador to the United States. It was a 
position that seemed to me to be very much 
in tune with his innate political abilities – a 
Kiwi politician who among those I have known 
seemed one of a very few who would do well 
in the hurly-burly and rambunctious American 
House of Representatives. Its two-year term of 
office places a high priority on political qualities 
such as: Connections to and understanding of 
constituents; capability of persuasion among 
peers; and a focus on pragmatism to achieve 
results.

That he continued public service while in 
retirement in Kāpiti on the issues surrounding 
beachside properties and climate change speaks 
volumes for his commitment to communities 
and neighbourhood, every bit as much as his 
activities on a higher stage.

Former Australian Prime Minister Paul 
Keating said: “In my experience he was without 
a doubt the jolliest and best natured head 
of government I had come across. Jim was a 
pleasure to be with.”
n  Bruce has been an economics and business editor, and 

a foreign correspondent in Washington, London and 
Hong Kong.

Jim Bolger – Leadership by persuasion, 
conviviality and a “touch of the blarney”



Diwali
Join us for a vibrant celebration of Diwali,  

the Festival of Lights

Saturday 8 November from 5-9pm 
Gladys Taylor Park, Levin
FREE EVENT 8

Diwali celebrates the triumph of light over 
darkness, good over evil, & renewal of life. 

Festivities are organised in collaboration with 
our Indian community and will provide an 

opportunity to learn and engage with the rich 
traditions of Indian culture. 
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Levin Adventure Park Upgrade

Levin Adventure Park is getting a fresh new  
look next.

The large timber fort, a favourite for more than 20 
years, will be replaced with a modern play module 
featuring slides, climbing walls, interactive games and 
junior-friendly steps. A new sand play zone with a 
digging “worksite” will also be added, giving tamariki 
even more ways to play.

Most of the park, including toilets and picnic areas, 
will stay open while the work is carried out. Sections 
of the playground will be fenced off for safety, and the 
upgrade will be completed in stages, with the fitness 
equipment replacement planned for next year.

Any questions?
Will the whole park be closed?
No, only the area around the timber fort will  
be fenced off. Most of the park will stay open.

When will the work be completed?
We expect the new play module and sand  
play zone to be finished by late November 
(weather permitting).

Are toilets and picnic areas still available?
Yes, toilets, seating areas and most of the park 
remain open throughout construction.

Food Scraps Collection 
Trial ends
For the last five months some Levin residents 
have been taking part in a food scraps 
collection trial.

Selected residents from Queen Street West and 
Weraroa Road have had the chance to collect  
their food scraps in a special green bin and put  
them out for weekly collection.

The food scraps have been sent to a company 
in Foxton to be processed into compost. In turn, 
we’ve been making compost available to local 
schools enrolled in the Enviroschools program.

The trial, which was funded by a government 
grant, has now ended.

Over the five months an average 358kg of food 
scraps have been picked up per week– which 
means almost 8.6 tonnes of food scraps have been 
diverted from landfill and made into compost.

‘This has been a wonderful initiative,’ says Daniel 
Haigh, Group Manager, Community Infrastructure.

Message from 
the Mayor
Kia ora Horowhenua,

It is with a sense of gratitude 
and pride that I can connect 
with you again after the Local 
Body Elections held recently. 
Thank you to all those who 

voted in the election as it is important for all elected 
members to know that they have the support of their 
community to enable them to positively move into the 
new term.

Our turnout at over 47% was greater than in 2022  
and while that is not the highest in the country it is 
still well above average. It is also satisfying to see the 
number of returned councillors, which is a positive  
sign that the direction of travel we have been on  
last term has had an endorsement from voters.  
The continuity and stability that provides the district 
is only going to be beneficial for the future and I think 
enable the governance table to have some confidence 
that together with the organisation we are ready to  
face the challenges ahead of us.

I would like to acknowledge the councillors who stood 
down for this election, Jonathan Procter, Rogan Boyle 
and Ross Brannigan, and thank them for their service to 
the district. I also want to thank and acknowledge Justin 
Tamihana for the work that he has done in serving our 
community as one of our first Māori Ward councillors.

The election has seen the return of former councillor 
Jo Mason in the Levin Ward, and we have four newly 
elected councillors: Katrina Mitchell-Kouttab - Levin 

Ward, Nola Fox - Kere Kere Ward, Morgan Gray  
- Waiopehu Ward and Lani Ketu – Horowhenua  
Māori Ward. A warm welcome to you all, as well as 
returning councillors from the last triennium.

Can I also welcome those elected to the  
Te Awahou Foxton Community Board, I look  
forward to the contribution you will make to the  
wider Foxton community. 

I do wish to acknowledge all those who took the plunge 
and put themselves up for election and missed out. 
Thank you for putting your hand up, and for caring 
about our community. 

There is much to look forward to this term, and no 
doubt some significant challenges, as we navigate the 
landscape ahead of us. Those challenges may very 
much depend on what Central Government has in 
mind for us, especially in relation to rates capping, but 
we also have much to do in ensuring the Local Water 
Delivery Plan is implemented well. Alongside that we 
need to ensure that we have considered and delivered 
on what the impacts of Ō2NL will be.

Once again, thank you for your support, I along with  
all elected members look forward to working with you 
and ensuring that the Horowhenua continues to be  
a great place to live, work and play in.

Ngā mihi

Mayor Bernie Wanden

Bernie Wanden
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But where does our water come from? How do we ensure supplies are  
safe and reliable? It’s never too early to start saving water – that will stand us all in 
good stead during drier weather, when water can be in short supply. And you can 
save money too – find out more with our handy infographic below:

Water, water, everywhere In the Works

The Land Transport team has some good 
news for Foxton residents.

After a successful trial of the red and white 
pedestrian crossing on Bath Street, Levin, a new 
permanent pedestrian crossing will be installed  
on Main Street Foxton, by the New World. 
Weather depending, this should be installed  
within the next couple of weeks. Thanks to the 
community for the idea, via Foxton Futures.

Over in Levin, contractors are on the final 
section of the water and wastewater main 
upgrades on MacArthur Street and are due  
to be finished by the end of this month.  
These renewals are to replace the existing pipes 
which have reached the end of their useful life, 
ensuring the water and wastewater system 
functions as it should and preventing leaks.

In Shannon, work on installing 915 metres of new 
300mm wastewater pipe and a new pump station 
along Bryce Street is expected to be completed by 
the end of November.

The roading team has also been busy with pre-reseal 
repairs on Kere Kere Road and Poplar Road, Moutoa, 
in preparation for resurfacing work

Drain Maintenance
On Hickford Road, Foxton, 300 metres of drain 
have been cleared, and on Kara Road, Shannon, 
high shoulder removal has taken place ahead of 
pavement maintenance.

Footpath Renewal
The asphalt concrete footpath renewal on Ballance 
Street in Shannon is now complete. Renewal work 
on Rugby Street, Levin, is continuing.

Slips Response
Recently slips occurred on both Heights Road and 
Mangaore Road, Shannon, due to heavy rainfall. 
Mangaore Road was significantly affected with  
two slips. Our contractors responded quickly  
to restore access. Another slip occurred on  
Heights Road, but it was cleared promptly with  
no disruption to residents.

Kere Kere Road

Mangaore Road

Remembrance 
Day 2025
Tuesday 11 November
10:30am - Levin Cenotaph
10:40am - Foxton Cenotaph

Members of the public, organisations, 
groups and businesses who wish to 
be called up to lay a wreath during 
the commemorations are invited to 
register their names with Council’s 
Events Coordinator, Grayson Skerman, 
on graysons@horowhenua.govt.nz by 
5pm Friday 7 November.



» 13A Kawiu Road LEVIN BEO $595,000

adriana@wiltonandco.nz

0297766902

Adriana Wilton

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 2PM-2.30PM

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01981

PACKED AND READY TO GO

No mucking about here! The house is all but packed

and the current owner is ready to move.

This creates a blank canvas for you to envisage

placing your furniture and moving right in.

With a stylish modern kitchen and bathroom, this

home offers easy, open plan living that flows

effortlessly to not one but two sunny decks. Picture

relaxed morning coffees on one and lively BBQs on

the other, all while overlooking your private, family

friendly grounds, perfect for kids, pets, and

entertaining. Inside, there are three bedrooms

including a master with walk-in robe and ensuite.

The neutral decor, good flooring, and tidy

presentation make it move-in ready.

» 53 Duke Street LEVIN DEADLINE SALE

adriana@wiltonandco.nz

0297766902

Adriana Wilton

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 1.15PM-1.45PM

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01989

Deadline Sale (Unless Sold Prior) Closes 1pm, 11

November 2025, Wilton & Co, 530 Queen Street

East, Levin

EASY LIVING

Set on a low maintenance section, this beautifully

presented three bedroom , two bathroom brick

home offers the perfect blend of comfort,

practicality, and easy-care living. The spacious

open plan kitchen, dining, and living area enjoys a

sunny north-facing aspect, while the conservatory

extends your living space, capturing natural light

and creating the perfect spot to relax all year

round. The well designed kitchen provides plenty of

bench space, a pantry, wall oven, and hob - ideal

for those who love to cook and entertain. Comfort

is ensured with a heat pump.

» 10A Queenwood Road LEVIN DEADLINE SALE

adriana@wiltonandco.nz

0297766902

Adriana Wilton

VIEW BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01990

Deadline Sale (Unless Sold Prior) Closes 1pm, 5

November 2025, Wilton & Co, 530 Queen Street

East, Levin

MODERN COMFORT

A delightful home that seamlessly blends modern

living with comfort and style. This inviting three

bedroom home boasts a spacious layout, perfect

for both entertaining and relaxation. Imagine living

in a home that not only meets your functional

needs but also enhances your lifestyle.

An open plan living area that exudes . The

thoughtfully designed layout flows effortlessly from

the kitchen to the dining and living spaces, creating

an inviting a light and airy atmosphere perfect for

gatherings with family and friends.

» 48 Kings Drive LEVIN BY NEGOTIATION

ryan@wiltonandco.nz

0223554790

Ryan Watson

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 11.45AM-12.15PM

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01927

SPACE, STYLE & POOLSIDE LIVING

Set on a private, fully fenced 1400m2 section, this

exceptional property offers the ultimate family

lifestyle - space to grow, entertain, and unwind in

style.

At the heart of the home is the beautifully updated

open plan kitchen, complete with stone benchtops,

flowing effortlessly into the dining and living area.

From here, step out to a large covered deck

overlooking the sparkling inground freshwater pool

- the perfect setting for summer barbecues, family

fun, and relaxed evenings with friends.

Inside, a separate lounge with inbuilt sliding doors

provides a cosy retreat or can be opened up for

larger gatherings. The home features three

spacious bedrooms

» 174B Bartholomew Road LEVIN BEO $535,000

adriana@wiltonandco.nz

0297766902

Adriana Wilton

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 11.45AM-12.15PM

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01964

LOW MAINTENANCE MODERN

LIVING

Here you get to enjoy the simplicity of a home

that's ready to just move in and live your best life.

Recently redecorated throughout, this property

offers modern comfort with a modern kitchen

featuring sleek granite benchtops, an under bench

oven, hob, and plenty of storage to keep things

tidy. The spacious open plan dining and living area

flows effortlessly, complemented by excellent

flooring throughout. Two generously sized

bedrooms include a master with a large double

wardrobe, while a separate toilet and a modern

tiled bathroom. Practicality is front of mind with a

separate laundry and internal access single garage.

» 14 Okarito Avenue LEVIN BEO $765,000

tracey@wiltonandco.nz

0210779062

Tracey Fraser

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 12.15PM-12.45PM

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01960

A STANDOUT IN OKARITO

Welcome to your new home, where modern

comfort meets unbeatable location. Set in a highly

sought after neighbourhood and zoned for popular

Fairfield School, this spacious four bedroom

residence offers the ideal lifestyle for families who

want quality, convenience and room to grow. From

the moment you arrive you will be impressed.

Nestled on a private back section, this two level

home combines timeless design with practical

features including solar panels to help keep the

energy costs down. Step inside and feel

immediately at home, the light filled living area is

the heart of the home, warm, inviting and perfect

for both relaxed family evenings and entertaining

guests.

» 115B Bartholomew Road LEVIN ASKING $580,000

adriana@wiltonandco.nz

0297766902

Adriana Wilton

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 11.30AM-12PM

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01939

A HIDDEN GEM! EASY LIVING

Tucked away on a private rear section, this light-

filled and inviting home is the perfect match for

first home buyers or active retirees seeking

comfort, space, and convenience.

A bright, open-plan living area enhanced by

charming chapel ceilings that create a wonderful

sense of space. The living flows effortlessly to a

sunny north-facing deck, plus there is a verandah,

ideal for relaxed morning coffees or entertaining

friends.

The kitchen is open to the living area, making it

easy to stay connected with family or guests. It

features excellent bench space, ample storage, and

a handy breakfast bar, perfect for casual dining or

sharing a morning chat.

» 11 Duke Street LEVIN BY NEGOTIATION

adriana@wiltonandco.nz

0297766902

Adriana Wilton

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 11AM-11.30AM

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01911

MODERN COMFORT MEETS

VERSATILE LIVING!

If you've been searching for a home that offers

room to spread out, entertain in style, or

comfortably accommodate extended family - this

one's for you! This well presented property ticks all

the boxes with a modern kitchen, open-plan living,

and an updated bathroom that brings everyday

comfort to the forefront. What truly sets this home

apart is the separate wing - complete with its own

bedroom, bathroom, and living area, ideal for

teenagers, guests, or multigenerational living. With

private access to the rear yard, it's a haven of

independence and ease. Step outside and get

ready to entertain! The dedicated bar area and

outdoor space are perfect for summer BBQs.

P 06 367 2552

E office@wiltonandco.nz

W www.wiltonandco.nz

A 530 Queen Street East, Levin

ANDCO REALTY 8 LIMITED LICENSED REAA 2008

CALL US ON 06 367 2552 FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION APPRAISAL OF YOUR HOME



» 42 Ballance Street SHANNON

2 1 2 1

Charming 1915 character home

Haley Sturt 02102387699

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01916

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 11AM-11.30AM

BUYER ENQUIRY OVER $450,000

Step through the white picket fence and be transported

to a bygone era. This beautifully restored 1915 colonial

style home captures the essence of timeless charm while

offering modern comfort and convenience.

From the moment you arrive, you'll be captivated by its

classic character- leadlight windows, natural timber floors,

and a welcoming colonial aesthetic. The heart of the home

is the well appointed kitchen.

» 76A Kennedy Drive LEVIN

3 1 2

Spacious living

Adriana Wilton 0297766902

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01979

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 11AM-11.30AM

ASKING $559,000

Here's your chance to secure a home in the desirable

North/East sector of town, just a short walk to Fairfield

School - an ideal spot for families.

The home provides generous living spaces designed for

comfort and connection. The open plan kitchen and

dining area flow seamlessly into a warm, inviting living

room with a wood burner. From here, move through to

the large lounge, complete with a heat pump.

» 4 Rugby Street LEVIN

3 1 1 1

Great location - modern comfort

Lynaire Cottle 0272224017

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01924

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 11.45AM-12.15PM

BUYER ENQUIRY OVER $599,000

This beautifully kept 1950s home blends timeless

character with stylish modern upgrades. Featuring two

generous double bedrooms plus a single, it's ideal for

families, couples, or smart investors. Experience year

round comfort with full double glazing (aluminium

joinery), a new roof installed in 2016, and a cosy Kent Fire.

The home is fully insulated.

» 197A Tiro Tiro Road LEVIN

2 1 1

Endless Possibilities on 1884m2

Adriana Wilton 0297766902

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01885

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 11.45AM-12.15PM

ASKING $559,000

Sitting proudly on a generous 1884m2 section, this

spacious 154m2 home has been utilised for commercial

purposes for almost 20 years. With residential zoning still

in place, the opportunity is wide open, continue as a

commercial venture (consent required), reimagine as a

unique residential home, or create a work-from-home

setup with serious space.

» 1205 State Highway 57 LEVIN

4 2 2 2

PRICE REDUCED!

Lynaire Cottle 0272224017

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01954

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 1.30PM-2PM

BUYER ENQUIRY OVER $1,249,000

This exceptional residence sitting on 4.4515 hectares,

offers space, style, and serenity on a truly impressive

scale. With a substantial 412m2 floor area spread across

two levels, this striking home sits proudly amid

picturesque, well-planted grounds that set the stage for

everything from tranquil afternoon tea parties to once in a

lifetime celebrations.

» 76 Parker Avenue LEVIN

4 1 1 1

Make Your mark!

Adriana Wilton 0297766902

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01919

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 12.30PM-1PM

PRICE BY NEGOTIATION

With an updated kitchen and bathroom this four bedroom

home is set on a 587m2 section. The living room is

spacious and flows through to the kitchen, perfect for

family living. There's a double garage and private section.

Located close to schools and parks. There is also the

option to buy (181 Bath Street) a 331m2 section complete

with a shed. Buy one or both!

» 100A Queen Street LEVIN

3 1 1 1

Discover effortless modern living!

Lynaire Cottle 0272224017

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01980

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 11AM-11.30AM

BUYER ENQUIRY OVER $645,000

Built in 2020, this stylish three bedroom brick home

combines comfort, practicality, and contemporary flair.

Step inside to a fabulous open plan living, kitchen and

dining space, the true heart of the home. The sleek,

modern kitchen boasts quality appliances, an island bench

for entertaining, and seamless flow for everyday living.

Beautifully presented throughout, you'll love the modern

bathroom, neutral tones, and the generous living area.

» 7 Harlech Street LEVIN

3 1 2 1

Renovated & Ready

Lynaire Cottle 0272224017

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01957

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 12.30PM-1PM

BUYER ENQUIRY OVER $628,000

If you've been waiting for the perfect blend of modern

style and family friendly living, this home delivers.

Recently renovated throughout, it offers everything you

need and more, on a generous section. The brand new

kitchen with wall oven and gas hob flows seamlessly into

the open plan dining and living area, creates the perfect

hub for family living. Fresh paint and new carpet add a

light, welcoming feel.

» 39 Bristol Street LEVIN

4 2 2 1

A cut above - Built ahead of its time

Adriana Wilton 0297766902

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01941

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 1PM-1.30PM

BUYER ENQUIRY OVER $879,000

From the moment you step through the solid timber door,

it's clear this is no ordinary home.

Impressive from the street and equally captivating inside,

the ground floor offers generous open plan living and

dining, enhanced by floor to ceiling double glazed

windows that bathe the space in natural light. Step

effortlessly out to the rear patio - the perfect place for

your morning coffee or laid back alfresco meals.

» 121 North Manakau Road MANAKAU

3 2 1 1 1

Charming Lifestyle Home on 2.5 Acres

Lynaire Cottle 0272224017

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01962

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 2.30PM-3PM

BUYER ENQUIRY OVER $799,000

Prepare to be captivated by this delightful 1940s

bungalow, perfectly positioned in the heart of Manakau's

most sought after lifestyle location.

Inside you will discover an inviting open plan kitchen,

dining, and lounge, featuring original matai floors and a

cosy wood burner. French doors that open onto a sun-

soaked deck, ideal for enjoying your evening while taking

in spectacular sunset views.

» 23 Stirling Street LEVIN

3 1 1

Great opportunity

Adriana Wilton 0297766902

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01953

VIEW BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

BUYER ENQUIRY OVER $448,000

This three bedroom home offers an excellent opportunity

whether you're starting out or looking to expand your

portfolio. Featuring a spacious living room and a tidy

interior throughout, it's ready to enjoy as is while still

offering potential to add your own touches.

The family bathroom includes both a shower and a bath,

catering for everyday convenience. Located close to

schooling, kindy, and a nearby park.

» 224B Cambridge Street LEVIN

2 1 1 1

For the creative minds

Adriana Wilton 0297766902

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01835

VIEW BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

PRICE BY NEGOTIATION

Tucked away in a quiet, private position, this delightfully

different home is brimming with charm and personality -

the perfect sanctuary for an artist, writer, or anyone who

appreciates unique design. Inside you will be inspired by

the soaring high ceilings, incredible natural light, and

generous living spaces that invite creativity and calm. A

whimsical, storybook-style staircase adds a touch of

magic, leading to two bedrooms.

» 3 Cottle Way WAITARERE BEACH

Create your coastal paradise!

Lynaire Cottle 0272224017

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01965

VIEW BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

BUYER ENQUIRY OVER $198,000

Seize the opportunity to own a fantastic 869m2 section in

a serene street at Waitarere Beach!

With a ready made driveway and power conveniently

located at the gate, you're all set to bring your vision to

life. Imagine building your dream home, crafting the

ultimate beach pad, or even relocating a charming house

to this idyllic spot. Embrace the beach lifestyle and make

every day a vacation - your coastal oasis awaits!

» 624A Queen Street LEVIN

2 1 1

Great investment - Buy one or more

Adriana Wilton 0297766902

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01780

VIEW BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

PRICE BY NEGOTIATION

An exciting opportunity to purchase five, of a collection of

ten, two bedroom premium townhouses. Units, 4,5,6,7,8

are available for purchase. The units are all currently

tenanted and returning $2700 per week (gross)

collectively .

These were built with hassle-free investment in mind,

minimal maintenance costs, greater tax efficiency, and

easy-care. Contact me for further details.

» 288 North Manakau Road MANAKAU

Field of dreams - No Covenants

Lynaire Cottle 0272224017

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01949

VIEW BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

ASKING $600,000

Unleash your imagination on this incredible block of land

in the highly sought after Manakau area!

With no covenants to hold you back, you have the

freedom to relocate a charming home from a house

moving company or create your very own dream

sanctuary - your possibilities are endless!

Spanning 4.45 acres, this stunning property boasts

breathtaking views of lush farmland, all nestled in a serene

country setting.

» 53 Nathan Terrace SHANNON

1012m2 Industrial section

Richard Wilton 0211557150

Ref : www.wiltonandco.nz/WIL01923

VIEW BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

ASKING $120,000

This 1012 square metre industrial section offers a superb

opportunity for small business owners, tradespeople, or

investors seeking a well located site with excellent

accessibility. Situated right beside State Highway 57 and

just a stones throw from the heart of Shannon, this

property combines versatility with convenience. The land

is flat and usable, making it ideal for light industrial

activities, storage or workshops.

T 06 367 2552

E office@wiltonandco.nz

W www.wiltonandco.nz

A 530 Queen Street East, Levin

ANDCO REALTY 8 LIMITED LICENSED REAA 2008

CALL US ON 06 367 2552 FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION APPRAISAL OF YOUR HOME
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HĪTŌRIA/History
 					   

THE HALLAMS OF SHANNON

JAMES AND GERTRUDE HALLAM with an unidentified woman and two unidentified children in a horse-drawn buggy. James is the driver and Gertrude sits opposite the 
unidentified woman holding a box camera.	 Photo courtesy of Horowhenua Historical Society Inc.

JAMES HALLAM was 
born in Ashton-under-
Lyne, Lancashire, 
England, in 1869 and 
died in Shannon in 1951. 
James married Gertrude 
Hannah Charles (d. 
1958), the grand-
daughter of a previous 
employer. Gertrude was 
also born in Lancashire. 
The couple emigrated to 
New Zealand, arriving in 
Wellington in 1896 and 
settling in Shannon in 
1899. The Hallams were 
well known for their 
love of children, but had 
none of their own. 
See "From Bush to 
Swamp: The Centenary of 
Shannon, 1887-1987.”
Photo courtesy of Kete 
Horowhenua

NEW YEAR’S 
DAY PICNIC, 
Shannon, 1901. 
This photograph 
shows eight 
unidentified 
people, however 
the woman 
pouring tea 
is believed to 
be Gertrude 
Hallam.
Original photo  
held by 
Noelene Allan, 
Whakatane.

Photo courtesy 
of Horowhenua 
Historical Society 
Inc.

Compiled by Debbi Carson
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Sport/Racing

By Paul Williams
The first person to put his leg over the fastest racehorse on the planet says it’s 
satisfying to know that world champions can come from anywhere.  

Ka Ying Rising racing at Hong Kong. 	 Photo courtesy of Hong Kong Jockey Club

Levin link for world’s fastest
Ka Ying Rising, who rose to stardom 

winning the $20 million Everest (1200m) 
at Royal Randwick at the weekend and is 
recognised as the world’s best sprinter, was 
educated as a young horse in Levin under 
the watch of former jockey Sean Collins.  

Sean taught the horse to accept a jockey 
onboard and to steer as an early 2-year-old 
in 2022. He took photos and videos of the 
horse so his connections were updated 
with progress reports.

 “I remember him turning up. He was 
quite raw – he was touchy to start with 
and it took a wee bit to gain his trust,” 
Sean says. “You have to take your time 
and do the groundwork and gain a horse’s 
confidence. 

“He hadn’t had a sales preparation so was 
straight from the paddock, so I remember 
just having to be patient with him.

“He wasn’t a big horse, he was actually 
quite lightly-framed. But there was 
definitely something about him.”

Sean, 42, retired from raceday riding in 
2008 after a successful career as a jockey 
riding 161 winners, but has kept working 
in the industry in various roles ever since.

“I was lucky to ride some nice horses, 
but nothing in that league,” he says. “You 
just never know do ya? 

That’s the beauty of this game. The 
superstars can come from anywhere.”

Raceday jockey Zac Purton has 
messaged Sean since the race, aware of his 
connection to the horse.

“He just said you’re on the journey too, 
and I know what he means,” Sean says.

The same could be said for Marton 
horseman Fraser Auret, who bred and 
owned Ka Ying Rising before selling him as 
an unraced 3-year-old to Chinese interests 
for $250,000 on the strength of a jumpout 
win at Levin Equine Training Facility.

One of Fraser’s children actually 
nicknamed the horse Rocket after watching 
him galloping around the paddock.

“As it turns out, he really is a rocket,” 
Fraser says.

“I was lucky to ride 
some nice horses, 
but nothing in that 
league, You just 
never know do ya? 
That’s the beauty 
of this game. 
The superstars 
can come from 
anywhere.”

– Sean Collins

Having bred and raised a horse like Ka 
Ying Rising from home is giving Fraser the 
same excitement as training a Group One 
winner himself – remarkable considering it 
was his first foray into breeding.  

“It gives you that same euphoria,” he says. 
“We all know how hard it is to get there … 
it’s a massive thrill. A fairytale.”

Incredibly, the third horse across the line 
in The Everest, Jimmystar, was educated 
at Te Horo’s Cavallo Lodge by renowned 
horseman Chris Rutten.

Sean spent more than a year working with 
Chris in recent times and the two were able 
to have a bit of friendly banter before in the 
race.

But all jokes aside, it’s incredible to think 
the two horses were educated down the 
road from each other.     

Ka Ying Rising has now won 14 of his 
16 career starts, including the last 13 in 
succession, earning more than NZ$23 
million.

Last season was a breakout year, winning 
four Group One level races in Hong Kong 
and breaking the 1:08min mark for 1200m 
each time.

He is by the Windsor Park stallion 
Shamexpress from the Per Incanto mare 
Missy Moo, who won five races, her last race 
finishing unplaced in the Wellington Cup.

Levin jockey Sean Collins aboard Ka Ying Rising for the first time in 2022. The horse is now 
the highest-rated sprinter in the world. 	 Photo: supplied.
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Entrance tides 
October 24-31

https://www.metservice.com/marine/regions/whanganui-
manawatu/tides/locations/foxton

https://www.metservice.com/marine/regions/kapiti-
wellington/tides/locations/waitarere-beach

Please note: The actual timing of high and low tide might 
differ from that provided here. Times are extrapolated from 
the nearest primary port for this location, so please take care.

MANAWATŪ RIVER FOXTON	
	 HIGH	LOW	 HIGH	 LOW	 HIGH
FRI 24 OCT	 00:05	06:38	 12:23	 18:53	-
SAT 25 OCT	 00:37	07:11	 12:56	 19:27	-
SUN 26 OCT	01:12	07:45	 13:31	 20:05	-
MON 27 OCT	01:52	08:24	 14:12	 20:51	-
TUE 28 OCT		02:39	09:09	 15:02	 21:47	-
WED 29 OCT	03:37	10:04	 16:06	 22:53	-
THU 30 OCT	04:45	11:10	 17:19	 -	 -
FRI 31 OCT	 -	 00:03	 05:55	 12:22	18:29
WAITĀRERE BEACH	
	 HIGH	LOW	 HIGH	 LOW	 HIGH
FRI 24 OCT	 -	 05:36	11:38	17:51	23:52
SAT 25 OCT - 	 06:09 12:11	 18:25	-
SUN 26 OCT	 00:27	06:43	12:46	19:03	-
MON 27 OCT	01:07	07:22	13:27	19:49	-
TUE 28 OCT	 01:54	08:07	14:17	20:45	-
WED 29 OCT	02:52	09:02	15:21	21:51	-
THU 30 OCT	 04:00	10:08	16:34	23:01	-
FRI 31 OCT	 05:10	11:20	17:44	-	 -

RUGBY
October 19: North Otago 64, 
Horowhenua-Kāpiti 47.
North Otago: Tries to B Paton 
(2), S Druma, M Qiolevu, B 
McCarthy, K Tanibnaka (2), T 
Taufa, R Logavatu. McCarthy 
8 con, 1 pen. 
Horowhenua-Kapiti: Tries to 
Mikaere Harvey (2), Dallas 
Wiki, Joeli Rauca (2), Jeremy 
David, Jaxon Aquila. Rory 
Woollard 2 con, TJ Barnsley 4 
con. Halftime: 19-all. 

GOLF
Levin
Week ending October 19
Monday – Speldhurst 9 Hole 
Stableford: Mole Cashmore 19, 

Brian Lange 18, John Griffin 
16. Tuesday – Stableford: John 
Saulbrey 35, Ian King 34, Peter 
Clarke 31. Wednesday – 9 Hole 
Mixed Russian Roulette: Brian 
Lange + Ray Ferguson 33, Lance 
Heger + Michael Christensen 28, 
Helen Latham + Barry Rollinson 
25. Ladies Stableford: Anita 
Davidson 33, Robyn Saulbrey 33, 
Val Smith 31. Thursday – Early 
Men v Waikanae Stableford: 
Oliver Son 35, Mike Tate 35, Peter 
Clarke 33. Twos: Dec Mooney. 
Late Men Stableford: John 
Wehipeihana 36, Chris Alum 33, 
Dene Buckingham 33. Friday – 9 
Hole Mixed Stableford: David 
Douglas 21, Wayne Kaye 21, Max 
Simmons 20. Speldhurst 9 Hole 
Stableford: Ray Ferguson 31, 
Brian Lange 19, John Griffin 18; 

Saturday – Early Men Stableford: 
Ian Morby 38, Wayne Askew 35, 
David Pick 34. Ladies Net: Ani 
Lochore 77, Frances Allen 77, 
Robyn Saulbrey 81. Late Men 
Stableford: Sui Tofa 35, Brian 
Wicker 34, Dene Buckingham 
33. Atkinson Trophy – Mixed 
Canadian Foursomes Net: Anita 
Davidson + Geoff Pate 76, Leanne 
Ward + Robert Ward 76, Nan 
Sterne + Corey Harris 78.
Coming events: Pink Blue Par 3 
Fun Day Tournament for 18 and 
8 hole players on Sunday, October 
26; Levin Od Boys Cricket Club /
Plumbing World Charity 4 Person 
Ambrose Tournament on Friday, 
November 14; and Fundraising 
fore Fiadh 9 hole Ambrose 
Tournament on Friday, November 
21.

Foxton 
Midweek 
Thursday: Steve Tickner 41, Rachel 
Rowe (Feilding) 36, Marty Berry 
35, Gary Stratford 34. 
Tuesday: Stephen Hanna c/b 37, 
Huck Baird 37, Mark Hoffman 
c/b 34, Bill Rodie 34, Marty Berry 
33, Ann Hogg 32. Twos: Mark 
Hoffman on 10, Aloma Jackson 
on 10.
9 Hole (Wednesday, October 22) 
Nett Competition – Neil 
Thompson 33, Clint Taylor 36, 
Kevin Young 40, Geoff McBrydie 
41, Sylvia Young 42, Eric Cornick 
47, Serena Hunt 49.

RESULTS & FIXTURES

Approved Structural Collision Repair Specialist

NO REPAIR TOO SMALLNO REPAIR TOO SMALL
SPECIALISING IN: • All Vehicle Insurance Claims 

• Plastic Welding • Accident Damage• Rust Repairs 
• Motorbike Repairs • Vehicle Restoration Work

• Relief Vehicles Available

22 Liverpool Street, LEVIN

368 4722368 4722
collingandgray@xtra.co.nz • panelbeaterslevin.co.nz

Colling & GrayPANELBEATERS
spraypainters

levin

By Paul Williams
Horowhenua-Kapiti were gallant in defeat in the Lochore Cup final last Sunday against North Otago at Maheno, but 
came up short in a 64-47 try-fest.

By Paul Williams
Horowhenua-Kāpiti veteran Kahn 
Fotuali’i has been rewarded for an 
outstanding season with selection 
into the New Zealand Heartland XV 
for their two-game tour of Samoa 
next month.

The former Samoan and Crusaders halfback 
debuted for Horowhenua-Kāpiti in 2021 as 
a loan player from Manawatū, but soon after 
joined the Foxton club, helping them to back-to-
back Ramsbotham Cup titles in 2024 and 2025.

His experience has been a major factor in 
Horowhenua-Kapiti making it all the way to 
the Lochore Cup final last weekend and he is 
a respected mentor for younger players in the 
team.

Kahn, 44, might be the only Horowhenua-
Kāpiti player in the 27-man squad, but there will 
be some familiar faces on the plane to Samoa.

Horowhenua-Kāpiti coach Aleni Feagaiga 
is the assistant coach, while HK manager 
Tom Zimmerman will again manage the NZ 
Heartland XV for the fourth consecutive season.

Aleni was brought into the fold last season 
in an observer role so was relishing the 

In attempting to win the trophy for the first 
time since 2018, it was one of those games 
where everything went the way of the home side 
– from the bounce of the ball to a 20-point wind 
that vanished when it was Horowhenua-Kāpiti’s 
turn to use it.

HK were in with a sniff when it was 19-all at 
halftime, having fought hard into the teeth of 
the wind, but intercept tries and the 50/50 balls 
all fell North Otago’s way in the second half as 
the wind died.

There were some massive highlights for HK 
in the loss, particularly the performance of 
two young locks, Dallas Wiki, 24, and Mikaere 
Harvey, 21, who were both rewarded with tries.

Connor Paki had another big game at centre, 
Pene To’o was again outstanding at flanker, wing 
Joelli Rauca scored a couple and TJ Barnsley 
again showed just how valuable his boot is.  

Horowhenua-Kāpiti’s tries were scored by 
Wiki, Harvey (2), Jeremy David, Jaxon Aquila, 
and Rauca (2), with first five-eighth Rory 
Woollard kicking two conversions and TJ 
Barnsely four conversions.

North Otago’s tries went to fullback Ben 
Paton who grabbed a couple, wing Sevanaia 
Druma, centre Matia Qiolevu, left wing Ben 
McCarthy, halfback Kippei Tanibnaka (2), 

Bounce of ball denies HK cup

flanker Toni Taufa, lock Ratu Logavatu, while 
McCarthy added eight conversions and a 
penalty.

Horowhenua-Kāpiti could rue another slow 
start – they were 14 points down early – but 
showed great heart to stay in the game right to 

the end.  
Meanwhile, it was a long trip for the HK 

team – they didn’t arrive home till lunchtime 
Wednesday. High winds saw them bus from 
Dunedin to Christchurch, only for their flight 
to the capital to also be delayed.

In-form Kahn gets Heartland call

opportunity to be involved with the Heartland 
team.

There are 14 new players named in the 
Heartland XV which will assemble on October 
29 for the two-match tour.

Head coach David Harrison says the squad 
features some standout performers from the 
2025 Heartland Championship season, selected 

for their skill, commitment, and leadership.
They will play two Samoan representative 

teams, providing a platform for grassroots talent 
to showcase their skills and experience the 
unique culture and hospitality of Samoa.

Steve Lancaster, general manager community 
rugby, says it will be a career highlight for many 
players.

NZ Heartland XV: Adam Williamson (Mid-
Canterbury), Alekesio Vakarorogo (Whanganui), 
Anthony Amato (South Canterbury), Cameron 
Dromgool (Thames Valley), Declan McCormack 
(Mid-Canterbury), Ethan Robinson (Whanganui), 
Hugh Mitchell Cameron (Mid-Canterbury), Hunter 
Stewart (Mid-Canterbury), Jackson Lewis Donlan 
(Mid-Canterbury), Kahn Fotuali’i (Horowhenua-
Kapiti), Kaleb Foote (King Country), Kelepi Funaki 
(North Otago), Kenan Gillson (Thames Valley), 
Kristian Gent-Standen (King Country), Lesen 
Huiarangi (Thames Valley), Liam Rowlands (King 
Country), Logan Allen (Thames Valley), Manasa 
Samo (Mid-Canterbury), Mataitini Feke (North 
Otago), Quinn Collard (Thames Valley), Samuel 
Walton-Sexton (Wairarapa Bush), Sione Etoni 
(Thames Valley), Thomas Reekie (Mid-Canterbury), 
Toetu Touli (Mid-Canterbury), Tom Ryan (King 
Country), Tupou Lea’aemanu (Wairarapa Bush), 
Uluifalefisi Junior Fakatoufifita (North Otago)
Match details
Tuesday, November 4: President’s XV vs New 
Zealand Heartland XV, Taula Stadium, Ulalei 
Vaiala, Samoa (KO: 2pm).
Saturday, November 8: Manuma Samoa vs New 
Zealand Heartland XV, Taula Stadium, Ulalei 
Vaiala, Samoa (KO: 2pm).

Kahn Fotuali’i, who’s been called up for the Heartland XV. 	 Photo Tyler McKnight

Horowhenua-Kapiti locks Mikaere Harvey, 21, and Dallas Wiki, 24, both had huge games in 
the 64-47 loss to North Otago at Maheno.  	 Photo: Tyler McKnight.
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SUDOKU PUZZLES thepuzzlecompany.co.nz 
HARD #99H Use logic and process of elimination to fill in the blank 
cells using the numbers 1 through 9. Each number can appear only 
once in each row, column and 3x3 block. Answers opposite page.

ACROSS
6. Tree-lined road (6)
7. Bird found at Cape 

Kidnappers (6)
10. Māori expression 

meaning ‘be strong’ 
(3,4)

11. Wallop (5)
12. Probability (4)
13. Proposal (5)
16. Store away (5)
17. Berserk (4)
20. Province that 

features the popular 
rail trail (5)

21. Designate (7)
22. Native spider (6)
23. Ford car model 

1952-1972 (6)
DOWN
1. Gold medallist at 

1936 Olympics who 
died after falling 

under a train in New 
York 1949 (4,8)

2. Common feature on 
NZ villas (7)

3. Common sight in 
Katikati (5)

4. New Zealand food 
company founded in 
1934 (7)

5. Treaty signed with 
US in 1952 (5)

8. Ministry of Māori 
Development (2,4,6)

9. All Blacks coach who 
had 32 wins in 46 
matches while he 
was in charge (3,6)

14. Argumentative (7)
15. Fellow feeling (7)
18. Trousers (5)
19. Maliciously unkind 

(5) 

THE CROSSWORD #NZ1956H (answers below right)

CROSSWORD #1956H ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 6. Avenue  7. Gannet 10. Kia kaha 
11. Thump  12. Odds 13. Offer 16. Stash 17. Amok 
20. Otago  21. Earmark 22. Katipō 23. Zephyr. 
DOWN: 1. Jack Lovelock 2. Veranda 3. Mural 
4. Watties 5. Anzus 8. Te Puni Kōkiri 9. Ian Foster 
14. Stroppy 15. Empathy 18. Pants 19. Cruel.

SUDOKU SOLUTION #99H

Galations 6.9Galations 6.9

HERITAGE
WALK OF FAME 
INDUCTEES
RECOGNISED
PLAQUES

SIGNIFICANT 
HISTORICAL
GLOY DEADMAN
JOHN DIXON
LINDA FLETCHER

BILL KERR
MARJORIE LAW
BERNARD LONG 
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 FUNNY & SURPRISING QUIZ   

Answers below.

1.	 What was bubble wrap originally invented for? 
2.	  Which animal’s milk is naturally pink?  
3.	  What is the fear of long words humorously called?
4.	  Which country banned time travel in movies? 
5.	  What creature has three hearts and blue blood? 
6.	  What everyday item did ancient Romans use as a form of 

toothpaste ingredient?
7.	  Which bird can sleep while flying?
8. 	 Which element’s symbol is W due to its German name 

Wolfram?
9.	 What’s the only even prime number? 
10.	  Which food was once used as currency by the Aztecs?
11.	  Which mammal lays eggs? 
12.	  Which country has the most official languages in daily 

national use?
13.	  Which animal sleeps standing up and can’t vomit?
14.	  What vegetable was once considered poisonous in 

Europe?
15.	Which U.S. president supposedly kept a pet alligator at the 

White House (briefly)?

 				     
FUNNY & SURPRISING QUIZ ANSWERS: 1. Wallpaper 
2. Hippopotamus 3. Hippopotomonstrosesquipedaliophobia
 4. China. 5. Octopus. 6.  Crushed bones or shells. 7.  The common 
swift. 8. Tungsten. 9.  2. 10. Cacao beans. 11. Platypus. 12. South 
Africa (11).  13. Horse. 14. Tomato. 15. John Quincy Adams. 

© thewordsearch.com

Trying to control another person is like trying to 
control the weather.
You can’t stop the rain, but you can carry an 
umbrella.
You can’t force the sun to shine, but you can 
open your blinds and let in the light.
People are no different. You cannot force them 
to change, you cannot bend their behavior to 
your will, and you cannot make them act the 
way you wish. The harder you try, the more 
frustrated and powerless you feel.
But here’s the truth: peace comes from control 
over yourself, not over others.
You have the power to choose:
How much of their behaviour 
you allow into your life.
How you respond instead of react.
Whether you carry their storm inside your heart 
– or let it pass like clouds across the sky.
Freedom begins when you stop demanding that 
others change and start protecting your own 
inner space. 
Because happiness isn’t about controlling 
the weather – it’s about learning how to walk 
gracefully through it.

270a Rangiuru Road, Otaki

Convenience in Central Otaki

Situated just a short walk from Ōtaki township, this two-bedroom home

combines comfort, practicality, and scope to add value. The compact layout

includes open-plan living with a heat pump for year-round comfort and

plenty of natural light throughout. A fenced front yard offers privacy and

space for pets or children, while the location couldn’t be more convenient,

close to town, schools, public transport, the river, and beach. Complete with

a Healthy Homes Certificate, this property presents a smart opportunity for

first-home buyers or investors ready to make their mark.

2 1Enquiries Over $475,000

Jayden Matthews
021 053 7533
jayden.matthews@tallpoppy.co.nz

BULSARA LTD T/A TALL POPPY REAL ESTATE LICENCED UNDER REAA 2008
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cars

Shane 027 282 1048 • Alex 027 345 6014 

e: heplumbingandgas@gmail.com

PLUMBING
Maintenance  
Renovations
New Homes

Light Commercial

GAS FITTING
Servicing of all appliances
New installations
Heaters, cookers
Water heating

FREE 
QUOTES

plumbers

PROTEKT PEST CONTROL
phone PAUL 06 364 5759 or 027 448 3910

 or Wellington 04 472 9948

ANTI 
ANTS

UNWANTED ANTS 
ARE OUR SPECIALTY!

 Our treatments are guaranteed odourless 
and stain free. We also have solutions to 

control wasps, flies, spiders, cockroaches, 
mosquitoes, silverfish, moths, 

plus rats and mice.

pest control funeral directors

stock auctions

WEDNESDAY 
SALE 

Levin Showgrounds
Tiro Tiro Road 

entrance

10.30am
Calves 

11am
Prime sheep
Store lambs

Ewes
Weaners
Yearlings

2 yr old cattle

Contact
David Haworth
027 450 4133
06 368 2642

teawahoufunerals.co.nz
Corner of Purcell St & State Highway 1 Foxton

Email: info@teawahoufunerals.co.nz  Phone: 06 3637404

Where we honour and celebrate life.

STAR DIRECTORY

PRIOR & PALMER LTD 

Enviromentally 
friendly 
water borne 
paint system

Cain Henderson 
Karl Watson 

Panel beating and spray painting specialists
•  Latest technology 
•  Quality finish 
•  Authorised insurance 

repairer 
•  Vehicle repair certification

111 CAMBRIDGE ST, LEVIN
06 368 3411

020 402 340 89  • 21electricalltd@gmail.com

Proud Horowhenua locals, 
delivering reliable, high-

quality electrical solutions 
to our community. 

21 Electrical
HEATPUMPS • SOLAR • DOMESTIC
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LEVIN RACING CLUB 
AGM

Sunday, November 
23, 2025 at 10.15am.

 To be held at 
Te Takeretanga o 

Kura-hau-pō, 
10 Bath St, Levin.

Apologies should be 
emailed to: 

info@
levinracingclub.co.nz

public notices

FREE TWO ADORABLE, 
AKC-registered yorkies 

puppies (1 male, 1 
female) are available 
for rehoming. Raised 

in a loving home, they 
are playful, friendly, 
and great with kids 

and other pets. 
Small size – ideal for 
apartment living. If 

seriously interested, 
please contact: 

malyschristine65@
gmail.com

RELIABLE 
conscientious person 
required to maintain 
gardens fortnightly
Ph: 020 5905 5270

pets rehomed

garden work

Ōtaki Yesterday, 2021

 1

Summer Breeze 
looks back 46 years

page 7

ŌTAKI 
YESTERDAY

ISSUE 2     December 2021 

ŌTAKI YESTERDAY 
Ōtaki’s annual historical magazine, 
featuring stories about the 
people and places of old Ōtaki. 

All issues available 
$25/copy + p&p
Contact debbi@idmedia.co.nz 
or text 027 285 4720

maintenance

Brent Congreve
027 249 2575
06 368 7895
brent@bjproperty maintenance.co.nz
www.bjproperty maintenance.co.nz

FREE QUOTES: Tree removal pruning 
• stump grinding • branch mulching 
• lifestyle block maintenance 
• retaining walls • decks/repairs 
• fences/repairs • outdoor structures 
• hedge trimming • landscaping 
• small inside jobs • odd jobs

     

Read the full paper online 
and see the latest stories at

horowhenuastar.com

LITTLE 
BUSINESS CARD

65mm wide x 40mm deep

Multiple ads for just  
$35/week + GST

BIG 
BUSINESS CARD

84mm wide x 54mm deep

Just $70/week
+ GST

Gifts at Waitārere
651 Waitārere Beach Road, Waitārere

651 Waitarere Beach Road, Waitārere Beach 
OFF SEASON HOURS Thursday to Sunday 10am-4pm 

You’ll find something for everyone at Gifts at Waitarere 
– souvenirs, kiwiana, Buzzy Bee merchandiseBuzzy Bee merchandise, Tshirts, 
sunhats, caps, teatowels, leather purses, wallets, wine 
coolers, kites, bird scarers, toys, Hopscotch dolls and 

much more.

TO THE PEOPLE 
who put a tick against 

my name on the 
ballet paper of the 

local council elections, 
it is a humbling and 
heartfelt thank you. 
I wish you and your 

family, as Spock 
says, “live long, and 

prosper”. 
 Thank you.

William Ranginui

thanks

56 Oxford Street, Levin
next to The Firebird Cafe

OPEN Thursday to Monday 10am–5pm

TUI’S SECOND HAND BOOK SHOP

We have a large range 
of fiction, non fiction, 
children’s books, DVDs, 
CDs and audio books.

DEATH NOTICES
remember 

your loved one in a notice
e: debbi@idmedia.co.nz

or txt 
027 285 4720

RUN ON 
CLASSIFIEDS 

JUST .75c + GST per 
word. Ask about our 
discounts for non-

profit organisations.



This finance estimate is calculated based on a 60 month term at 11.95% fixed interest per year – actual interest may differ. $500 establishment and $2.90 monthly maintenance fees apply. Lending terms and conditions will apply.*

Talk to us today about finance options
• Best value new and used vehicles
• Comprehensive repair and maintenance options
• Practical pick up and drop off service
• Guaranteed genuine parts and accessories

360 Oxford Street, Levin
Julian 027 216 7989
P: 0800 744111
W: hmclevin.co.nz 
WHERE JOURNEYS BEGIN

	  QUALITY 		
	  VEHICLES

WEEKLY 
FROM
$290

NOW ONLY

 $56,995

2025 ISUZU D-MAX X-RISUZU D-MAX X-RIDER 3DT/4WD/6AT 
NZ new, ex-demoex-demo, only 3,790km, Black alloys, sports bar, tonneau cover, window 
monsoons, select 4WD with hi-lo, diff lock, auto headlights, Bluetooth, cruise 
cont,  BSM, DBC, rev camera/sensors, service books, factory warranty balance.

WEEKLY
FROM
$200

NOW ONLY

 $22,995
WEEKLY 

FROM
$110

WANTED!!
USED CARS WANTED

HMC Levin are buying used cars now.

Got a used car 
taking up driveway space? 

Need some extra cash? 

Free appraisal on your 
used vehicle 

prior to purchase.
Terms & Conditions apply.

WEEKLY 
FROM

$90

2025 SUZUKI SWIFTSUZUKI SWIFT GL 1.2P/CVT
NZ new, ex-demo, only 3,750km, alloys, window tints, rear spoiler, bonnet 
guard, door mouldings, DRL’s, Bluetooth/USB, sat nav, rev camera, immobiliser, 
keyless entry, 2 keys, service books/history, factory warranty balance.

2017 SUZUKI IGNIS LTD 
1.2P/CVT
NZ new, only 96,550km, 
alloys, window tints, auto 
headlights, cruise cont, sat 
nav, rev cam, Bluetooth/
USB, climate a/c, abs, 
immobiliser, keyless entry/
start/stop, 2 keys.

ONLY $12,495 
WEEKLY FROM 

$55

2025 SUZUKI IGNIS GLX 1.2P/CVT
Brand New, NZ new, delivery kms <100km, driveaway special includes 
free on road costs with 12 months registration & full tank of fuel, 5 year 

factory warranty with Suzuki road side assistance, sat nav, Bluetooth/USB, 
rev cam, cruise control, roof rails, immobiliser, keyless entry.
Price $24,990, weekly from *$132. (*October only *Ts&Cs).

*WEEKLY 
FROM
$132

SPRING SPECIAL!! $24,990 DRIVE AWAY!

ONLY

 $24,990

2009 MAZDA AXELA 
2P/AT
Import, only 161,550km, 
alloys, window tints/
monsoons, rear spoiler, 
dual zone climate a/c, 
abs, immobiliser, NZ CD 
stereo, keyless entry/
start/stop, 

ONLY $9,495 
WEEKLY FROM 

$53

2022 HYUNDAI STARIA ILOAD 2.2DT/6MT
NZ new, only 57,100km, ex-courier post van,  cargo carrier, dual sliding rear 
doors, window tints, rev cam, cruise cont, traction cont, climate a/c, Bluetooth/
USB, android auto, Qi wireless charging, keyless entry, 1-year extended warranty.

WEEKLY 
FROM
$165

ONLY

 $31,495

VALUE HATCHBACKS
2007 MAZDA DEMIO SPORT 1.5P/CVT

Import, only 141,700km, alloys, window 
tints, rear spoiler, side skirts, CD stereo with 

Bluetooth/USB, paddle shift controls, auto 
headlights, 4x new tyres, a/c, abs, keyless 

entry/start/stop, 2 keys.

WEEKLY 
FROM

$43

SAVE $$$

2020 SUZUKI VITARA JLX 
1.6P/6AT
NZ new, only 47,800km, 1 
private owner, sold new & 
serviced by HMC, alloys, roof 
rails, window tints, bonnet 
guard, rev cam, sat nav, 
Bluetooth/USB, paddle shift, 
cruise cont, DRL’s, keyless 
entry/start/stop, 2 keys.

ONLY $19,995 
WEEKLY FROM 

$110

Don’t sweat it this summer!
Make sure your car’s air conditioning is working at its best.

Book your A/C check at HMC Levin today.

15-19 Bristol Street, Levin

Get Ready for Summer!

0800 744 111 - HMCLEVIN.CO.NZ

ONLY

 $7,495 2014 KIA PICANTO 
LX 1.2P/AT
NZ new, only 49,550km, alloys, 
CD stereo with Bluetooth, a/c, 
immobiliser, abs, steering wheel 
controls, keyless entry, 2 keys.

ONLY

 $9,995

WEEKLY 
FROM

$55

SAVE $$$
SAVE $$$


